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province of Manitoba ol M.OOO.OOO Ibf., the

(iklance being taken out of Lake Manitoba

and Lake Wlnnlpegosla. In addition to that

there were 5,320.000 Iba. ol iturgeon. ThU
valuable flub. I may *ay, li ahnoit extinct

in Lake Winnipeg. The lake haa almoit

been depleted and the reason for that u
that it l«ke» a very long time for iturgeon

to mature. It taket about twelve or thirteen

yean for a iturgeon t'> reach the weight

at from 10 to 16 lb». We have had Blur-

geon taken out of Luke Wlnnlpeir that

weighed 125 lbs.

Mr. HENDERSON. How old are they?

Mr BRADBURY. Some of them are

ieventy years of age.

Mr. HENDERSON. That is a fishy

•tory.

Mr. B1.\DBURY. While the»e figures

iihow the amount of fish put up by the lurce

• American fl»h combines, they do nut l"-

gin to account for the amount of tigh kiUei!

by the methods <^niployed by the Ameri-

can fish Interests uiiJ by other commerciul
companies. It is well known that tlie

method of fishing In Lake Winnipeg is I

the uill net. We have had as much as sixty

milos uf gill net stretched in Lake Win-
nipeg at one time by these coininercial

companies. During the month of Septem-

ber «c have as a rule, very stormy wea-

ther. There are days and days when the

fishermen cannot visit the nets. The con-

sequence is that the nets are killing fi*!!

all the time. Some of these nets are swept
away from their moorings and lost, and,

goinir (loatinu through tlu' lake, the most
deadly engine one could imagine, killing

fish and polluting the water as tln-y pass

through the waters until they are thrown

up on some beach where hundreds of tons of

fish lie rottinL', and polluli" tin wat>r. This
Sir, is one of the greatest factors, and, 1 may
say. it is the greatest factor in the .lepletion

and destruction of our once great whitefish

industry in I/akc Winnipeg. Unfortunately

for our fisheries and for our settlers along

Lake Winnipeg, almost immediatily after

Mr. Wilniot hRti made his report and had
pointed out the danger to the Lake Win-
nipeg fishing industry from the methods
practised by tlu lartie combines, he retired

from office being Men an old man and a man
of very great experience. Mi. Wihnot had
been in the employ of the government for

m.any years and he had been under, 1 be-

lieve, the best deputy that the Department
of Marine and Fisheries ever had. 1 am
speaking of the late William Smith. He,
Wilmot. understood what tliese interests had
done alone the shores of the great lakes in

Ontario, he knew whit their methods had
resulted in and lie knew that they would
result in similar destruction in Lake Winni-

ptig. He pointed out in hit report, in a very

specific and clear manner, what Uioae

ciimpanlei were going to do in Lake Win-
nipeg if not restricted, and it is remark-

able that the department did not act mora
vigorously upon that report. He retired •
I have said just alter making thia report,

and the gentleman who was appointed to fill

hii position was the present comniiaeloner,

Prolesaor Prince, a man who came to this

country Irom the old land entirely ignorant

of tlie conditions that prevailed on Lake
Winnipeg, entirely ignorant of the meth-
ods practised by the American fish in-

terests and entirely ignorant of the reiulta

of those methods on the Ontario lake*. Con-
sequently, when he came to Manitoba he
was handira[>ped in such a way as to make
it almost impossible for him to realise

tliat there was any ureat danger of the de-

[ilition of Lake Winnipeu by the methoda
Practised by the coinnu'reiai inti rests. No
(.oubt th's "idea was created and supported

.strongly by the then resident inspector ol

lislicrie"?,
"

I speak of the late Latouche
Tupi)er. I know it is an old maxim, which

I intend lareely to follow to-niirht, to always

speak well of the dead, bJt to do justice

U.} this suiiject I must tell the Houae

the truth regarding what I believe to l>e

till- cause of the depletion of that great

lake. Mr. Tupper was inspector, and if

he had been a paid official of that great

American combine he could not have

<liini' more to assist in the deetruction

nf the lishery of Lake Winnipeg than he

did. Every move that was made to check

the killing" of fish by the American fish

interests was countered by this inspector.

He had the ear nf his minister at Ottawa
nri account of his oilicial position and he

apparently had the ear of the officers in

tliH def>artment and e\ery move that was
niu<ie to check this .\merican fish interest

was countered by this man and by the in-

llucnces that surrounded him.

I .egret, Mr. Speaker, to have to say that
representation after representation was
made to the De,.artment of Marine and
Fisheries pointing out the destruction that (

was goiiiL' on. but it seemed impossible to

reacii the ear or obtain the sympathy of

the department. Settlers along thav lake

who had been induced to settle there large-

ly on account of the great fishing industry

that was promised had petitioned the gov-

ernment time after time praying for protec-

tion, but it seemed impossible to get the de-

partment to takp any action. That cannofbe
verv much wondered Ft perhaps when we
realize that for year?, on both sides of the

.Speaker. .=at s/entlemen who were stockhold-

ers and sui'port<>r5 of the American fish in-

terests. We had up to a very few years ago

members on both sides of this House who
were stockholders or agent-s of the American
fish interests. Con.=equentIy. you can well


