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vinct^s, is a peddling alFiiir whicli ought to be treated with conteiupt.

Now, 1 like great s( liemeH as nuich a.s any one, but 1 want to see, before

I leap, where i am leaping to, (Hear, hear.) Few of us know much of

the Lower Piovinces, and it is full time that we knew more—but if it is

found that we can make a union with them on the ground of common
interest, and on terms which will be just to us and fair to them, I foi-

tme am prejtared to go heartily for it. And in any case it is the purpose

of the (lovernment to ]»ut into the coming measuri' such clauses as will

entitle the Maritime Piovinces and the North-west to come into the

(Canadian Union on suitable terni'^. But that man takes a strange view

of our ]>osition who says—because we cannot bring in the other Pro-

vinces into the Union, we shall not have any remedy for the evils that

Canada labors under. 1 am free to admit that the future of tht; British

portion of this continent is a theme titted to arouse the most lively en-

thusiasm of every true Canadian. Men talk of Americ^i and the Ameri-

can i)eople as if our friends of the United States monopolised the whole

continent. But the trutli is that the British territories cover a larger

portion of North Anu-rica than the whole United States—(cheers)—and

though a portion of it may never be tilled u]>, although v may not for

some time stretch our out])osts to the extreme north of > u iomains

—

still boundless tracts of fertile lands have yet to be thn,«n open to

settlement and cultivati<m—exhaustless mineral wealth has yet to be de-

vj'loped—and the most extensive and valuafile fisheries in the world are

those of the British Anunican Colonie.s. (Cheers.) Whether the day

for its accomplishment has yet arrived is a fit sulyect of en(iuiry, biit as-

suredlv no Canadian has a claim to the name of statesman, who has not

looked forward to the day wht^n all the British ]M)rtion of this cimtinent

Hhall be gathered into one. (Cheei-s.) It cannot be that these great Pro-

vinces shall always be jtermitted to hold their i)resent relations to the

mother country. ' We cannot expect that Britahi will alway.s, without

consideration, send her navy to guard ur shores. We cannot expect tliat

British troojis shall always', without consideration, stand ready to defend

!is against attack.' We must look forward to the day when the whole of

BritTsh America shall stand together; and, in close alliance and heartiest

sympathy with great Britain, l)e jnepared to assume tlu; full duties and

responsibilities of a great and i)owerful nation. But, gentlemen, the tir.st

step towards the acx-omplishment of all this, is to settle our pcditical in-

stitutions on a sound and healthy basis— to inspire peace and harmony

at home and confidence abi-oad. (Cheers.) It tloes appear to me that

with the settlement of the great grii-vance that has so long distracted our

country, a new eia of prospesity will sjieedily open upon us. The bitter

sectional strifes of the past willlx; forgotten—the great dividing «iuestion.s

of the day will be schemes of public improvenu-nt—the develoinnent of

our internal navigation—the ext(insion ot our foreign commerce—th<? ad-

vancement of our agricultural interests—and the deeply important issues

of political economv and social reform. But I am afraid I have already

detained you far too long. I thiuik you most heartily for the attention

you have'given me, and for all the kindness I have received at your

hands. (Cheers.) Only remendjer this—that a hartl battle ha.s yet to

be fought—that the end is not yet gained, and can only be gained by the

heiirty co-operation of all the friends of those who have staked so much

on the accomplishment of this great reform. (Loud and prolonged cheers.)
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