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ti^z^ir 'rY f"
""'''' ^^"^^^*^' «-^ - -- Irish, onbear return to the.r native land, M-ould not remain silent on a subiee somportant as that of eternal life, without imparting a knowledge of herue God to those whom kindred and countr/enderred the mc^° a eWnty, the brightest jewel of the Gospel, would have prompted Uncert.^n as IS the date, it is indubitable that at a very early per od the Id

^^^^s or his .now-iaborr^:ti^;^^x:z^^z
ai o.tol.clabois. {i,ee Colffan, Tnas naumaturffa, &c.) Hence it an

ri : t!^^r:r
'''''-'- ^^^ ^-'^^ ^^- ^^^^^ ^^

10 e oui national Apostle engaged in the convemon of the people St

^ r::s:S;' '' It -' ^^"^'^"^' ---^' ^'- ^-^ ^^
fe. ed l,efore tlo "^ ''\ 7' '

'"' ''''''^'' '''' ''^^'' ^-^ been pro-

of tie hu 1 T "'"" '"'^^^'^^"^ ^^ ^^- ^^*^^^^'. «- testimonythe latter clearly evinces the fewness of its professoi-s " The L-ish-P the samt, who till this time had not the knoidge oLd ll -r!sl..pped Idols and unclean things, are now become the people of the I ordand are caHed the sons of Goa.-Conf. SL Fatnel, I
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aius. Jf, then, the number of converts had been lar-^e their SDiritimi
necessities would demand the exercise of those sacredlln ^n^":S
lormit) AMth the usage of ecclesiastical antiquity, had there been a nunie... c.^ ,.„ ^Hsh Christians, it sLfl/have b^^^^Zbe caie of u bishop. We can then safely aver, that the seed of the Gos-had borne but ittle fruit previously to the mission of PdkdS •

hougli some maintain the existence of bishops before tlie arrival of Pal'

,r^^ ^ ^^''^^''P'^l *""«fi«"«. ^till the candid inquirer will per-ceive he difliculty of reconciling such an opinion with tL n r'^-fofSt Prosper, who distinctly states, that Palladius having received opisclpa consccra..on from St. Celestiue, Pope, w.. the fi.t bishop s t toXboots who believed in Christ.-6y»v«. J>roa., AD mAnd again, speaking of the exertions of St. Cekstine'to extirrato thecresy o Pelagms from Britain, St. Prosper confirms the a cm^v c^Ins opinion
;
anxl the pastoral .eal of this holy Pontlii; St.V^^ZZnonds, as he had ordained a bishop for the Scot., and uccomplisL^i hicon o.,cn, as well as preserved the integrity of faith in Pri!ain.

bisi^ 2 ti St^!;^!^' 'iV''"'
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{ , ot !.t. Celc.tine would l.uvo but little chiim to peculiar


