
Extracts from a Charge delivered at a Meeting of the

Synod of the Diocese of Fredericton by the Metropolitan,

relative to a late Bill introduced into the Parliament of

Canada legalizing forbidden marriage&.

Every one must see the necessity of some restraint on human
passion in reijard to niariiage, for where no law existed in old

times, mankind invariably ran into the most revolting excesses.

*' Tliey took them wives," we read in the Scriptures, " of all

which they chose," not only us many as thay chose, but with-

out any restraint in re.sj)ect of attiiiity or consanguinity. These

vile practices wore continued after the flood among the Canaan-

ites, ;\nd formed one of the chief reasons for their disinheritance

by tlie hand of God. To counteract this detestable profligacy

among the Jews, and give Divine sanction to a purer code of

morals in respect, to marriage, Moses was commissioned in the

name of God, and an His mouth-piece, to write a table of de-

grees for restraint of mairiage within certain limits, founded on

this princi})le announced in the beii:inning of the table—" None
of you siiall approach, (i. e. by maniage) to any that is near of kin

to him. I am the Lord." The table then gives instances of such

iitfinity or consanguinity, for no diflerence is made between

them. It is not an exhaustive table, for marriages with a man's

own daughter or his grandmother are not forbidden, and the

prohibitions are given exclusively to men, though women are

e(]ually concerned. But it is evidently governed bythe principle

which the LoKD lays down as the true foundation of the

marriage relation that man id wife become one flesb, and con-

fcecpiently all the blood relationships which would be forbidden

Hre equally unlawful after Uianiage to relations by aflinity.

This simple and di vinely authorized rule in contradiction to the

loose pra'^uces of the heathen, and even of some of the Patri-

archs, is the rule of Christian morals given to us by our Loud.

Even if it could le shown—which is contradicted by the whole

sense of the 18th cliapter of Ijeviticus—that this is a part of the

ceremonial, 'lot of the moral law of the Jews, we must remem-

ber that the whole object of the sermon on the Mount was to

pui'ify Cluiatian morals from the loose glosses and interpre-

tations which the Rabbis and othei-s had put uimn it, and

that to give our sanction to any marriage connection

less pure than tlie law here enforced on the Jews is

to road God's dispensations Itackwards, and to lower

Christianity in favor, not of Judaism, but of Heathenism.

Those, therefore, who argue that all Jewish laws are obsolete,

need to be reminded that the law of the Ten ( 'ommandments is

X'eail in our (iiiurches every Huiiday, and that tlie (hmpel spirit

not only binds us to receive them in sulistjuice, b\jt to carry

tliem out on a higher, purer and more exacting princiide than a

8ervil(^ adherence to the letter would indicate. Polygamy, for

instance, and an easy system of divcn-ce, were tolerated among
tho Jews because of the " liardneKs of num's hearts," but the

Christian system supposes a higher power of self-reHtraint, and

therefore denuinds n higher, not a lower code of morals. The

very incest with a fatiier's wife, which has l)een treated with so

much levity in our Colonial Parliament, is by St. Paul looked

on with the deepest abhorrence, and is punished with unmediato

excommunication.

So that if wo were not bound by tho table of degrees in


