
Singular mode of building. *i5

destined for Pittsburgh ; so ilrat, in case of fatigue or accident,

1 might be provided witli a resource.

1 set out the next day, and arrived ir . few houfs at Strasburgb,

^'here I found carriages waiting for milder weather to cross the

mountains. The village of Strasbuigh t^iglit years ago contained

billy three houses; at present, at least fifty. It is situated at the

foot of the Kitucktuny mouiitains, and exactly divides the if'oad

from 1 ..iladelpliia to Pittsburgh. Mthough the cold weather

continued, the waggons set out the day after my arrival, and t

proceeded w ith them. The quantity of snow collected in some
parts of the mountains obliged the waggoners to make a passage

\vith pick-axes. We crossed very slowly the Kitucktuny moun-
tains, the first of which is most rugged. The vallies are every

where inhabited, and the lands are carefully cultivated. The
number of waggotis which pass this road ensures to the culti-

vator a sale for his provisions at an advantageous price, or in

exchange for other articles.

In five days J. reached Bedford, a pretty town, which contains

seven or eight hundred inhabitants, most of whom are merchants,

or proprietors of land, which they sell to the Irish and Gcrmansy

%vho, having arrived iti the United States without means of sub-

sistence, have been obliged to p:^y for their passage by some

years of Jabour*. At the end of their service they buy land in

the distant countries, at a low price, imd form, by their int^ustry,

considerable establishments. The mountains of Alleghany, which

we were two whole days in crossing, are the most lofty in Norili

America; but they are hills, when compared to the Alps and

Pyrennees. Jtjs in these mountains that the fine river, which

bears this name, derives its source. At J^ittsbuigh, it unites

with the Monongahela, to form the Ohio. On the opposite side

of these mountains, 1 saw, for the first time, maple sugar ; of

which I shall speak hereafter.

From Bedford to Green.burgh nothing appeared worthy of

notice. On botli sides of llie road tstablislin)euts are forming,.

aniHlipuscs building. The houses are constructed entirely of

wood; the doors are liims.^ on woo-ien hinges ; in a word, tlie

builders neither employ earth, iron, nor tiloue, net even for tho

chimney, which lasts for many years, with only the precailtiori

* This is one of tlie niott considcniMe trades in the United St:\t?s.

When H captain arrives viih a cargo in Irtlau'^, ur any uilrer part, he »>!-

nounccs tiiat he intendy tn take on board a certain number of pas'^engor'?,

rind carry them to Arricrici, tor a sripuli:te.i sum. Tlio*e who caynut pay

for their passape ai^ree oiherwi-e witli Inin. He hupplies them with neces-

saries di.rini; tticir })a5t-:;ij!;e, and on his arrival, sells their laiiour. Th^

ieustli of this shivery never e\ceeds two years fnr a single innn^ and four

with a fiiiniiy. Ar the expiration of ihi/timc, he is free, and becomes a
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