
n<l raticd

cred tret'«

abtc nettled^

M]ueeze

p apbeiir

It from their Intr.

oti th(> red

ceiitA- sped,

rings

gs

fug tal),

II.

mortal :»fn.

b<'ar.-i,

astly grin,

In pitin*

oue on Htairs,

ti edged brands

inied hands.

lead*

I ape,

the thread

t the shape

^sgape;

lat might be

ivt free*

he gtudf#

d»

I tbe tide

rands,

ng bands,

)o known
wtblecnnmed,
as blown

nbrowned,

renowned

tered Ikabs

1 there Stood

scale

E^od,

!

bftle,

lair

ur«

nndi—
h, grim Bes

f bless,

gle tress,

bound,

ened.

i

i"ee,

liings,

They who be

»

fne of state

wait.

d

1 sonlf

rhig hide

if dome.

"Fair Queen o» men. power bideth not lu sloth,

But i» a ch»<rge of ever watchful care,

And when It loiters as the sluggard doth,

The governed land cfttimes becometh bare

And faiuaut Hubjects neither do nor darv.,

But in their dbcontent like serpents hiss

In environs plotting. What sayest thou to this?"

0LEOPATRA<

"What wars were waged ? What draft of fljjhtlng men 7

Wlwt sands with gore were moistened in my reiKU?
Boats swUDi, steeds ramped, slaves builded, und the

pen

Papyri wrote. Com yellowed on tlie plain,

None said the monarifh's fase was people's bane,

Men lived and toiled at craft or trade and died,

Nor "gainst me up to heaven their gliosis have cried."

ACCUSCR.

"Accused { the gods claim worship."

CLEOPATBA. '

*Throngh my land

The ?ods had worship. At the feasts of state

I oft was presoat, nay and with my hand
Did iH!t the white bull Apis, nor abate

The wine libations where the godheads sate,

Nor f»iUp place fresh flowers upon the lids

Of the Imigs' tombs are In the pyramid?,

"If that I shnddcred at the sight ofgore
Of fawns and cooing doves and did recoil

From blood of living innocent things, the more
Did I biing to the alters com and oil,

Fruits, flowers, andj)roducts of tbe soil.

Gum and fraoUncimse and the woods oArees
My sea'Sbips broagbt from tnany lands and seas.

"The temples' walls I ducted widi hieroglyph

And sculptured sacred figures on the^ues;
Made a)t%n misty with the pungent wiiilf

Of spikenard; fed the priests and ibis cranes,

And placed new sphinxes on the avenue lanes

Aftemple gates, and lengthened out the line

Of mystic obelisks and forms divine.

"As woman I reread the Women Gods,
Athor the lady of the dance and glee,

Mistress of turquoises,—as say her odes,

Isia tJie mother veiled in mystery,
F«)I-bosom<Ml U<^*^^t^ ^' *^^>

These I adored by loving allCBings fair.

For adoratkm it in praise, not prayer."

ACCUSER.

"Wanton t once ofTwo Egypt's crowned queen*

In ^by laxitrions and voluptuous life

I/emaD of sea^barbarians hast thou been,

Utos bringing luxury on the land, and strife."

CtBOPATBA.

"How co«kt a Qnocn Egypt stoop to wife?

If tiiat my hot blood surged as doth the sea

The blame lay with tbe gods and not with me."

The crowd of the spectator dead stayed still

Nor dii tiiey, at demand and countermand.

Lay on the soul at bar odght.charge of ill

Nor yet did teil good deeds done in the land;

Nor advocate did take the cause in hand,

But the accused stood, no one by her side.

Calm, proud, imperious, baught and monarch-eyed

Then Thotfa the writer took his tablet up
Where be bad writ the record clear and fair,

And Anobis the weigher placrd the cup

:
>f good deeds done| in one scale to compare.

And in tlie other la^ 4lie brazen sj uuro
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