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Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arburlinot jointly

f'limmoncd the town to furrcnder ; but General Lin-

coln, who commanded there, anhvered that he

would defend it to the lalt extremity.

On this refufa!, the batteries were opened on the

ninth at A])vil, and operated with fuch effcdl, as

quickl}- to abate the fire of the enemy. The works

werecarru'l on with fo much fpirit and activity,

that the befiegers in a few days approached within

little more than four hundred yards of the town.

In order to cut oil the communication between
the town and country, a detachment of chofen men
was formed ; the command of which was given to

Colonel Webfier, an oflicer of noted fl^ill and bra-

very : He was accompanied by Colonel Tarleton,

with a body of cavalry; and by Major Fcrgulbn,
with a party of light infantry.

The enterprize they vs'ere fent upon, was attend-

ed with a variety of ditiiculties. They had rivers

to crofs, and other arduous operations to execute,

in prcfence of an enemy ilrongly polled, and who
had a very fuperior cavalry. It was principallv at

this corps their efforts were aimed. Through the

great diligence and ilexterlty of Colonel Tarleton, ii

was furprized and totally defeated. This obftruc-

rion being removed. Colonel Webfter advanced
into the countr\', and feized all the principal pafies,

by which means the town was now completely in-

vefted.

Thefe fuccelies enabled the Britifli atmy to carry

on the fiege v.'ith additional vigour. The enemy,
on the other hand, made no lets refolutc a defence.

They had ufed great induftry in fortiU\ ing the place.

The neck of lund Inclofed betvvccn the two rivers,

Aihlev and Co(ji)er, was a continued chain of lines,

redoubts, and batteries. At their extremities, to-

wards both rivers, they were covered by dee[)

ju'aiups, communieai.in'> by a canal cut along their

l) rh.


