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I't'liictiintly coiidoiic tlu'se oH'cnce.s, wi-rc tlu-y uis tlii-y aic not,

meri-ly tlu* fuultsof iuiniiiii invsohition and liuniiin al)<.'n'iiti(>n.

But they jiro most frt'(|iu'nlly tlu* coni^eitMU'c oHriinj^s of tlie

high pill ty (Icvotc'i! npon the alter of nuxleru ])olitiual party-

icon. ThuH, in the dihi-haif,'*' of an oH'i(.'o of a most exalted

position of citizenship, in perfoiinance of the functions of a

ino&t Haci(jd appointment of state, we i-ontinually obseive politi-

cal nurslings, who i-ej^ard duty to the exigencies of paity as

primarily imjioitant, and concern in the measui-e itself <|uite

suboi'dinate.

The cardinal vices which, to-day, tarnish the i-eputation of

the once uohlest of vocations have heen ac(]uired wholly

through repeated occui-ences of party rapacity and i)arty cu-

pidity. Within the j)ast two decades, with hut few exce])tions,

the mo£jt nf)tahle exain))les of [)u))lie injustice and public ()p-

pressi<(n are traceable rather to party zeal than to defective

legislative sagacity. And in Canada to a greatei' extent than

elaeMhere within IJiitish dependencies can l.e discerned the

domination f)f this illusive ])arty influence If, for example,

we turn to the Ki'itish I'arliament, where partyism luul its

birtli, and wherein have beeii discussed the most nuunentous

subjects that evei* engaged the human mind, whei e, u])on broad

lines of intelligent an<l honorable procedure, the possible vir-

tues of partyism have been most freely exercised an<l enjoyed,

kve find that during a whole session of her national deliber-

S^tions,
unless in bills of a pi-ivate character, stiictly party di-

isions have been unknown. If, during periods of incessant

utional activity, a salutaiy and harmonious spirit has so

haraoterized transactions of such vital import, why has party

in our land acipiired the [haughty dignity and sacredness of

icaste
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In Canada a so-called loyalty is the recognized standard, not

Ipf political, but of party fidelity, and, in political circles, pos-

sibly no word in the Knglish vocubulary has suffered greater

berversion of meaning, or acquired a more idiomatic

Wutation than this wo'd "loyalty." In the profession of

Ipolitics it has about become the monopoly of one party, and

1

in

dth a certain class, during an election campaign, its constant


