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Hiulileii blow. It is dflivcred, ami liliiine'H man falls. It is hailod an an

iiiiti-Hlainu triumpli,

"Toolato was it discovered that the selection of Clayton wiw an Arthur

trap into whiih IMaino fell. The national committee Wii.s not a I'llaine com-

mittee, and Clayton wan first named by an Arthur man, Arthur members
voting for him. The child was of course immediately said to belong to the

Hlaine managers, and they coultl not deny it without mortally olfending

Clayton. They fattened it aiul stood by it.

" Kucouruged by its first tactical vii;tory, the ojtposition makes renewed

efforts. It has of necessity become a fight of the tield against the favourite.

It quickly degenerates into 'anything to beat Hlaine.' It is eager, bitter, and

)tecnliar. Duties and roughs, civil service reformers and oflice-holding bos.ses,

short-hairs and college presidents—many men of various kinds of ambition or

•seliishiie.ss join in midnight conferences, cartoon circulation, or desperate par-

liamentary tactics. The first noticeable oll'ect of the alliance to drag down the

leader is a solidification of all his forces. The wavering become firm, the

indillVient determined. Like an old guard they rally round their lender.

"The opposition flounders and struggles to make something of itself It

agrees to keep the ])rizc from Hlaino if possible, but it cannot agree that any

other man shall have it. Harmony in spoils-hunting becomes disrord in spoils-

dividing. Logan refuses all combination. The Lincoln boom collap.se.s. The

(leneral Sherman scheme fails. To throw Arthur to Edmunds is inipo.ssible.

To transfer Eilmunds to Arthur is merely to send Logan and Sherman to Hlaine.

Logan will not have Edmunds ; the Edmunds men do not want Logan. Arthur

also prefers Hliino to Sherman. Gresham is looked upon as Arthur's man.

"Seeking but not finding the man with whom to beat Hlaine, the opiKJsi-

tion fights for time. It desperately contends for postponement of tho in-

evitable. The end comes, as had been expected, and precisely as foreshadowed

in these columns. Hlaine's naked starting strength is about 360, but by

l)riident and skilful handling of individual delegates his managers jioU only

334 on the first ballot. Their reserve strength does the business. The gain

of fifteen votes from first ballot to second is the signal for tho break. But so

tenacious are the allies that a recess is demanded. Hardly fair play, even in

the dubious game of politics. Intense feeling springs up. We have the

singular spectacle of a mob of gentlemen. There is great danger that the

convention will end in a row, and the nomination, if made, become a doubtful

honour. One clear-headed man .'"'?8 this danger, by timely word and com-

manding presence averts it, and on roll-call a recess is refused. The next

ballot makes Hlaine—Ohio starting the break, Illinois finishing it. Logan

consents to take second place, and so Foraker's name is not presented by

Ohio. The convention shouts for tho ticket and adjourns, wondering how

many New Yorkers will join in bolting it,"

They did well to wonder, for it was the bolters of New York tliat lurued

the scale against the Republican candidate iu the election.


