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—food, blankets, and, of course, a letter. He had also

brought my knapsack ; but at Guildford the horse was

pressed for artillery ' work, and a receipt for it given him

in exchange, so he had been obliged to leave all the heavy

packages there, including my knapsack ; but the faithful

old man had brought on as many things as he could carry,

and hearing that we should be found in this part, had

walked over thus laden from Guildford. He said that

place was crowded with troops, and that the heights were

lined with them the whole way between the two towns
;

also, that some trains with wounded had passed up from

the coast in the night through Guildford. I led him off

to where our regiment was, relieving the old man from

part of the load he was staggering under. The food sent

was not now so much needed, but the plates, knives, etc.,

and drinking vessels, promised to be handy—and Travers,

you may be sure, was delighted to get his letter ; while a

couple of newspapers the old man had brought were eager-

ly competed for by all, even at this critical moment, for

we had heard no authentic news since we left London on

Sunday. And even at this distance of time, although I

only glanced down the paper, I can remember almost the

very words I read there. They were both copies of the

same paper ; the first, published on Sunday evening, when

the news had arrived of the successful landing at three

points, was written in a tone of despair. The country

must confess that it had been taken by surprise. The

conqueror would be satisfied with the humiliation inflicted

by a peace dictated on our own shores ; it was the clear

duty of the government to accept the best terms obtain-

able, and to avoid further bloodshed and disaster, and
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