
tion, and their contempt and hatred of the

People. Thefe it was impoffible to rcftrain

without violence, perhaps bloodfhed ; certainly

without hazarding more than the tea was

worth. To this tribe of the wicked^ they fay,

muft be added another, perhaps more nu-

merous, of the weak, who never could be

brought to think of the confequences of their

ad:ions, but would gratify their appetites, if

they could come at the means. What num-

bers are there in every Community, who have

no providence or prudence in their private

affairs, but will go on indulging the prefenc

appetite, prejudice or pafiion, to the ruin of

their eftates and families, as well as their own

health and charad:ers ! How much larger is the

number of thofe who have no forcfight for

the Public, or confideration of the freedom of

poflerity ! Such an abflinence from the tea, as

would have avoided the eftablifhment of a pre-

cedent, depended on the unanimity of the

People—'a felicity that was unattainable. Muft

the wife, the virtuous, and worthy part of the

Community, who conftituted a very great ma-

jority, furrender their liberty, and involve their

pofterity in mifery, in complaifance to a de-

teftable, though fmall party of knaves, and t

defpicable, though more numerous company

of fools ?
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