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** Town, and Lord Gofnwallis, with the Britifli grenadiers,
*' and two battalions of Heffian grenadiers, took pofTeflion of
*' Philadelphia the next morhing." \vm , ,. .^, ; /

Page 76] ** Afall of rain prevented the intended attack."

, This artertion is meant by the author as a farcafm. Major-
General Grey's evidence proves, that this attack " vVas prevented
" by the Weather which rendered it iMpoJJible ;" that is, it pre-

vented the troops and artillery from getting forward. The
latter did not come to the ground until it was dark.——But as

the author thinks it ridiculous that a fall of rain fhould prevent

the operations of an army, I will fubjoin the evidence of Earl

Cornwallis, who was examined to that point.

—

Q^ •' Was there not a time, at the White Plains, when our
*• arnly lay on their arms, intending to attack the enemy, but
** Were prevented by rain ?"

A. * After the enemy fell back to the heights near North
" Caftle, they left an advanced corps on the heights of the White
" Plains. There were orders given for an attack of that corps,
'* which was prevented by a violent rain. We did not lie upon
** our arms."

* •

Q. *• From the fituation of the rebel army and of our's, was
" that ftorm of rain in their or our fi^es ?"

A. '* I do not apprehend that the attack was prevented by
" the ftorm of rain in either of our faces. There are other ef-
** fedls of a ftorm of rain j fuch as fpoiling the roads, and pre-
" venting the drawing artillery up ftecp hills."

Page 78.] " Capt. Montrefor, the chief engineer, had, before

the rebellion, furveyed Mud IJland, and taken the bearings and'

dijtances of the Jhores on each fide the river. He faw the ab-

folute neccjjity of repairing tkofe dykes, andJiopping out the iva^

ters, before any eJf'eSlual progrefs could be made in ereSling the

batteries. A gentleman of conjiderable influence in the city, who
was of thefame opinion, ofl'erei to have tbefe repairs effeEled in

afew days. This was all pointed out to the Commander in Chief

but, from -what mttive is unknown to this day, they were no^ per-
•* mitted


