
14 A Thanksgiving Sermon

Evidence of wife Defign and fuperior Management in Him,
who has all the Powers of Nature, Men and Angels in his

Hands, and over-rules them all to fulfil his Purpofes.
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2. This yet appears with a ftronger Evidence, and even

Hill more wonderous j when among a great Number of

furprizing and important Incidents^ there are many fo mO"

mentous and critical, that if any one had not fallen precife-

ly in its fpecial Place and Juncture, there would have been

exceeding great Imbarraflments and Hindrances; and many
others fo effential, that if all and every one had not come
in exactly as they did ; the great Event had fail'd, and the

main Scheme, with all its valt and curious Apparatus totally

mifcarried.
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3. When in exceeding difficulty perplex'd and dangerous

Cajes which look almoft dcfperatcy and much more which

feem in a Manner loll, there opens at once a great Deliver-

once, beyond our Power or Thought : And much more
ftill, when the Deliverance opens with Succefs, and the

very Means of our Diftrcfs and Danger, are made fublcr-

vient to our Profperity and Safety.

4. And laftly, When in this Conjuncture, the fovereign

God is more than ufually acknowledged; looked to, and

trufted in, an extraordinary Spirit of Prayer is raifed up in

many; and all thefe furprifmg Incidents and Means, with

all our wonderful Salvations, Succefs and Happinefs, come
Q\\ in punctual Anfwers to many fervent and fiducial Ad-

dreffes to Him.
I might mention Other Cafes and illuflrate Thefe ; but

the Hour would fail me. And to make the larger Room
for the Application, we muft be alfo fhort on our

III General Head ; which is to reprefcnt the pious Admi-

ration which thefe extraordinary Appearances and Works
of God fhould raife up in us, and which they happily

i^aife if vi^e are duly difpofed.

Admiration is one of the fublimeft Actions of a created

Spirit, It is the rifing up of the Mind in a refpe(Slful View
of fomething it fees anid owns to be fuperior to it. And
when it rifes to the reverent View of God, it rifes to the

higheft and moft worthy Object, and pays him fome of the

JHionour in the higheft Meafure eternally due to his tran*
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