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agiiins. or purtiiil to Canada. I believe tliut Caimiiiiinf^

as a people are no better than others and no worse
1 have no lies iit Canada, no particuhir reason for

cnterlftininK any feeling of affection for Canada; and
if I did not believe that thu advance which wc make
will lie met in a bccuniinj^ spirit, [" hear, hear/']

then I should b" of opinion that Cunleileralion would
be nothing more than an union on paper, one not bone-

fu'ial to thii^ Colony or to Canada. There are .States-

men there, Sir, who know that it would he useless to

try to beat us down on terms, for what would be the

use of (.'onfederatioii if it afterwards turned out that

this Colony was injured, rather than benetited, bv it

The Honourable Junior Member for Victoria ask:

what guarantee have we that the terms will be carried

out. I say at once, Kir, that if the terms are not
carried out, if the Canadian (tovernment repudiate
their part of tlie agreement, we .shall be er|ually at

liberty to repudiate ours. [Dr. Ileluukon—''How V"]
Wc shoulil, I maintain, be at liberty lo change ; but
I for one do not approach this .-jubjccl with any such
feeling. ['' Hear, hear,'' from .Mr. DeCosnioa.] There
arc always two sides to a bargniu, and if the terms
which are frankly and honestly propo.sed. are not

fairly and honourably deiilt willi, we should in my
opinion be at perfect liberty to draw back.
There is, however, one real anil practical objection

which has always suggested it.^cll to my mind, from
the lir.^t ; and that is, that the same inensnres that

apply to the circumstances of {,'anada, such as tariff,

will not apply enually in all respects to this Colony.
It will be asked, tlieii, why is there no suggestion as

to some alteration or modilicalion of the taritf in the

terms. The reason is souiewliat similar to the reason
for the omisiiion ol'all mention of R('«;ponsihlc Ciovorn-

mont. Vou would find it very diUirult lo come to

any conclusions on this sniijcct in ihisConneil. It is

impraelieabic to define now positively what precise

tarilf would best suit this Country. Some favour a
Free Port. I should be inclined to favour it myself
if I believed it prjuticiible. Some, on the other hand,
say that we must have protection to agriculture, and
thit without it wc cannot compete wiih the farmers
of Oregon. This point was fully discussed in the
Kxeculive Council, but it was deciiled to omit any
rontlitions for the regulation of Customs dues from
the--elcrnH; and I do not think that this measure
ought lo be cntnplicated with the tarilf ([uestion.

1 believe that we may safely trust this people with
whom we are about to negoiinte, to do as much for

us in this direction as we lo'ild do for ourselves
; it

wiil be to their interest lo do so. It rei)nires no
argument to show that il will be lo the interest of
Canada, after Confederation, to advance Ihe jirosper-

ity of this Country. If it be possilde to adopt a special

tarill" to this part id" llie Colony, and I sec no reason

why it shouhi not bo adopted. I eonfulently hope to

see such a special tariff arrarigcMl under Confederation.
[" Hear, hear, " from Mr. DeCosmos.] Kely upon it,

Sir, Ibat there jiro Statesmen in ''aimda who ha\e a

far wider and longer political experience than Mem-
bers of this House, and who would be able to poi.it

out many nieaii.s id" prosperity, for which we are lotdi-

ing with so mu'h anxiety,—powerful minds, befor;'

which 1 iVel humbled.—men who I eannoi for a mo-
ment suppose would fill to si-e as plainly as we ilo

that Confederation wr>uld be of no benefit to Canada
unless it redound to the advantage of llritish Colum-
bia. Thi.s rcfjuires no urgiimenl, it is perfectly plain

eommon sense.

If we are not io have Confederation, what are we
to have? What is (be propositi m ctf those who
oppose Cimfede'alion ? Tin- people of this Colony
have been, for a long time pi-;!, asking for a eb;inge,

and it has been the policy of tlm-e who ask for

chsmge to throw tbe blame of everjlhing nnnii the

tiovernuient. ^iie ptdiey of Ihe Imperial liovern-

inent on this matter is clearly expressed in Karl

(Jranvilles dc-naleh. lie di-'s uol say yoii must eon-
federate, whelhi-r you will or not : il is left to the peo-

ple to decide this (piesiitin for tlieni'dves ; but he says

viitually "Vou lia\u fur ynn s been a.-king for a change.
yiMi eomphnn tlat your presetil form of (Government
does not suit you ; we point out for yinr eonsidcra-

tion Confederal i m. whieh. if it suits vu-', we favour;
the (lovernmen. of Can; iu i.T ready to -tpp in n'nl

a-si^t you to carry out your views for (he adva-'ce-

nu'til of your 'ocal inteiests." Now, Sir. I s.y to

ihjs Conuiil,— If you don'i want ConfoderaticM'. whit
dn you want'.' To remain as yn* •.r. V iliis I know
vou' are not sali-linl tt) do. \Vhal then.' K-tablish

.. sort of hidepnidcnt (Muemment of about (i.MOO

people, connected with nobody, owing allegiance to

nobody? The idea id absurd. There appears, then,
lo be no alternative to Confederation, but that sug-
gestion which has been shadowed forth during this

debate, and which I for one decline to consider as ft

possibility.

And so wc come to Confederation a3 our manifest
desliny.

To sum up my argument in support of the motion
of the Hon. ihc Attorney General. I advocate Con-
federation because it will secure the continuance of
this Colony under the Hritish Flag, and strengthen
llritish interests on this Continent; and because it

will benefit this community, by lessening taxation and
giving increased Ilevenuc for Local Expenditure; by
advancing the political status of the Colony ; by se-

curing the praclical aid of the Homiuion (lovcrnmcnt
who are, I believe, able lo—and whose special care it

would be to devise and—carry into effect measures
lending to develop the natural resources, and to pro-
mote the prosperity of this Colony

; and by affording,

through a Railway, the only means of acquiring ft

permanent population, which must come from the
Kust of the Kocky Mountains.

The Hon. Mit. HOLBHOOK said:—Sir, In rising to

continue this debate, after the able speech of the
Hon. Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, I feel

that there is little left for me to say, as when we go
into Committee I shall have an opportunity of expres-
sing my opinion upon tbe terms ; and it would bo
factious to oppose a measure which has to come
before the people fo'' their decision. The way. Sir,
that I understand th- question ,of Confederation to
stand at present, is that it is not a mere abstract ({ues-

tion of Confederation with Canada, but a question et
certain terms which have to be laid before tbe people ;

therefore. I say that any opposition against Hiis being
done would he factious. As regards myself, I shall
abide by such decision, whatever it niajbcas I con-
sider llio peeple themselves are tbe best judges as to
whether they will benefit, or otherwise, by i>croming
part and parcel of the Dominion of Canada. This matter
has evidently been well considered by the Kxecutive
Council, most of whom are largely interested in the
welfare of the Colony, and several of them have been
as much opposed to immediatu Confederation, when
the question has been before this Council on other
occasions, os I have been. But having bad an oppor-
tunity of seeing the documents which have come from
the Imperial Government on the pubject, the Execu-
tive have arrived at the decision thai il is best tor
ibis question to go to the country, upon ihe nssum])-
lion that the people will ask for Confederation lo be
carried out on certain terms ; therefore, I say, Sir,

let it go to the people and settlers of the Colony, and
by thrir verdict let bo decided. Karl Crauvifle has
sent out a despatch which slates, in [iretty plain
terms, that wc were nol able to govern ourselves

; and
there was, perhaps, more truth limn poetry in this

;

for we have had the greatest liberty granted to us,
and yet we have not been content. Our (lold Mining
Laws have been made by the .Mining Hoard ; we have
had the most liberal Land Laws

;
and if wo have had

a want that the law could satisfy, it has been imme-
liately granted.
Our Otlicials are an honour to the country. As an

Kngtisbman, I nm proud of them. Justice has been
properly administereil iu the country; there has been
ibsolute security to life and property: so much so
that a man can travel in pertoct safety from Cariboo to
Victoria, and enpiial can be safely invested in any
part of the Colony.
We have excellent roails, and one of the richest

pots on the whole earth, for our f'olony, whether as
reganls mining wealth, or agricultural resources;
and yet a petition ha?- emanated from a small body of
foreign residents in the City of Victoria, asking lo bo
iinnexed to the great Ilepublic adjoining. I am well
aw. .re, Sir, thai, as has been well saiii by the Hon.
Chief Commissioner, the petition was paltry and un-
worthy of notict, and that those who signeil it were
insigniticani ; ami I may be allowed to say that wo
<pf the Mainland had no feelings in common with
them If il were within reason to contemplate tho
possibility of the oecurrcnce of such an alterrmti* e, it

might be worth while to point out its disadvantages,
and to show that nmler ii we should not even havo
representation, os without a certain popiilation,

which we have not, wc could not elect aitienibe'", and
we should fall back to what Washington Territory
ami Oregon were in the days before this City of Vic-
toria was brought forward by Ibe Fleet, to iho
eucouragcmenl and development of the neighbouring


