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little by little, day after day, piracies dwindled as the murder-
ous submarine was mastered and its menace strangled. On the
land, the Allies, under the matchless leadership of Marshal Ferdi-
nand Foch and the generous co-operation of Americans, British,
F^ch and Italians, under the great Genraals Pershing, Haig,
P^tun and Diaz, wrested the initiative from von Hindenburg and
Ludendorf, late in July, 1918. Then, in one hundred and fifteen

days of wonderful strategy and the fiercest fighting the world
has ever witnessed, Foch and the Allies closed upon the Gennanio
armies the jaws of a steel trap. A series cl brilliant maneuvers
datmg from the battle of CMteau-Thierry m which the Americans
checked the Teutonic rush, resulted in the defeat and rout on all

the fronts of the Teutonic commands.
In that titanic efifort, America's share was that of the final

deddmg factor. A nation unjustly titled the "Dollar Nation,"
believed by Germany and by other countries o be soft, selfish

and wastdul, became over night hard as tempered steel, self-

sacrificing with an altruism that inspired the world and thrifty
bqrond all precedent in order that not only its own armies but the
armies of the Allies mi^t be fed and munitioned.

Leadmg American thou^t and American action, Preddent
Wilson stood out as the prophet of the democracies of the world.
Not only did he iniqnre America and the Allies to a military and
naval effort beyond precedent, but he inspked the civilian popula-
tions of the world to extraordinary effort, efforts that eventually
won the war. For the decidon was gained quite as certainly on the
wheat fields of Western America, in the shops and the mines and
the homes of America as it was upon the battle-field.

This effort came in reeponse to the following appeal by the
Fkesident:

These, then, are the things we must do, and do wdl, besides fitting
>-the things without which mere fighting would be fruitless:

We must supply abundant food for ounselves and for our armies
and our seamen not only, but also for a large part of the nations with whom
we have now made ccnnmon cause, in wLoae support and by whose sides
we shall be fighting;

We must supply ships by the hmidreds out of our shipyards to carry
to ti»e oUjer mde of the sea, Butejarines or no submarines, what will every
day be needed there; and

—

Abundant materials out of our fields and our mines and our (AeUxim


