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*The emigration of Japanese has fer the
present practically ceased, only fifty-six hav-
ing arrivid at Canadian ports in the last six
meonthe of 1901. This is doubtless owing to i-
structions givan to local authorities by the
îqinistro State for Foreign Affaire for
Japan instructing them, to, prohibit exltirely
the emigration of Japanese labourers destined
for Canada or the United States. The com-
mission was favoured by a copy of these in-
structions, through the Japanese Consul at
Vancouver, which. la as folrows

Department of Foreign Affaira,
Tokio, Aug. 2, 1900.

'Io the Governors of the Prefectures.
You are hereby instructed to prohibit en-

tirely for the time being the emigration of
Japanese labourera for the Dominion of Can-
ada or for the United States.

VISCOUNT AOK1,
Miniater of Foreign Affaire.

The commissioners nppreciated that in-
struction and reported f0 fus governmenf
thaf they did nof consider if ac ail necessary
to pasa any iegisiaJon, so long as thaf
undersfanding was mainfained. The
question, f0 ail practical lntents and pur-
poses, Nvas settled up to 1006. Speaking
onily for myseif, 1 wanf fe stafe plainly to
fus Ilouse fliaf from file period when the
$500 head fax was imposed on fthe Cilinese
and from fthe fime when filere was an un-
derstanding befween this goverument and
thie governmienf of Japan, by reason of
whieh no legialafion was imposed againaf
fthe Japanese-fromn fiat period Up to lat
year, when the treaty was considered and
endorsed, I ar n ft aware filat there was
any serious Japanese or oriental question
ln Britishl Columbia. Some will ask : Did
flot fthe legisiafure of Britishl Columbia seek
fo impose restrictions during ail til period?
Is if flot frue filat file legisînfure sougilf to
impose regulaflons or restrictions, fromn year
to year, during file very period 'wien you
say there was a complete settiement, and
was if not fhrougl file influence of file im-
perl aufilorities on file Dominion goverfi-
ment, that tilese provincial Acte were dis-
allowed ? I wanf f0 say that filere was no
public agitation lu favour of any restriction
againsf the Jupanese during tilaf perlod. I
amrn ot prepared f0 say thaf polificians lu
file local legisiafure were not maklng n pol-
fical football of this question, but whaf I
do Say la thaf during the period I hiave
saaed, from. 1902 to the beginnlng of 1907,
there was no public demand for any lu-
creased restrictive legislafion ntgainst orien-
tais coming Info Britishl Columbia by public
petîflon to represenfafivea ln the House
of Commons. So f ar as I arn con-
cerued, 1 understand, wilen 1 endorsed
that treaty In January, 1907, that If was
ln file public Infereat. I endorsed thaf
freaty because tilere was no deinand made
upon me In my district In favour of
Iucrensed restriction and becaluse I under-

23,;

sfood tilat tlîat immigration was absolufely
régulated lyy fthe undersfnnding bctween the
federal goi-ernnîent and file goi-ernmenf of
Jnpan and that fthe practical resuifs of that
understauiding were quit e a effective up to
that period as if fliere had been positive
enactment. Tilere la one fhing more wilci
it is important to mention. Thle Chinese
qluestion had become enfirely obliferafed, as
the head tax had operafcd alinoat f0 tileir
entire exclusion. Let me give the House
the figure. The fax waa limposed in 1903.
lu 190-4, only fbree Ciinamen came intû
Britishl Columbia. 0f course I arn estimaf-
ing the number of Cilinese immigrants, by
dividing fthe amounit of fax, collected by 500.
There were only $1,500 collected lu 1904,
which would give only tbreo Chinese. There
were only eigit Chinese irnigrants in 1905.
lu 1906j tloere were 22, and in 1907, 91. But
fromi tie first day of January, 1907, up f0
ftle end of October of tile sane year, I
arn surprised to find there were 82U.
Before I arn flrougil I propose to try to
account for this sudden increase.

For five years If was almoat proiblfed by
the passage of thaf law and fthe imposition
of file tai almoat complefeiy sfopped til
immigration. But, lu til present year
we see that 829 Cilinese have paid fthe ilead
fax f0 get into Canada, a matter witil wiici
I shall perhaps deal later on. Affer fthe en-
dorsement of fthe Britishl treafy by tis
parliament a very sudden change occurred
inà British Columbia. Thle Hindoos ilad
then been coming ln for a year before,
and tileir appearance creafed some excite-
ment, but was neyer consldered by file
commercial and industriai lnteresfs of Brit-
ishi Columbia generally as being as serlous
a question as file importation of Cilinese or
Japanese. There were two reasons for
fhia: The Hindo waa nof as great a com-
mercial advanfage to the average employer,
hie was flot as sultabie a workman, hie
could not be employed wlih fthe sane per-
cenfage of benefif and Interesf, and lu the
second place neither file conditions nor file
climate uer the surroundings were suif-
able to the individual himself. Thus fthe
compe if ion of thle Hindoos lu Britisil
Columbia was never regarded as serious
as Japanese or Chinese. But thle afrange
ting la tilat lu tila very period of 1907
nearly 900 Chinese pald tile $500 head tax
f0 get Itfo Brifishl Columbia and enormous
numbera of Japanese came lu lu the sane
perlod. 1 shall give f0 the House a stat e-
menut to thle immigration of orientais Into
Canada for file at sevenfeen montile. Ac-
cordlng to my caiculaflons and information
gatilered fromn the Immigration Deparf-
ment of fthe government, nearly 9,000 Jap-
anese entered Britishl Columbia lu~ les
than sevenfeen months. 1,000 Cilinese came
lnfo Britiail Columbia In file eigilt montha
of tbe presenf year and lu file pasf seven-
feen montils 4,080 Hindoos enfered British


