
COMMONS

government from office in twenty-four
hours.

Now, Mr. Speaker, allow me to refer to
one other matter which concerns my own
constituency, as I think it has some
bearing on the question of principle to
which the prime minister has referred. I
refer to the question of patronage. I thinlc
that political patronage has been one of
the great curses of this country, and has
done more than anything else to retard the
growth of a healthy public sentiment.
Some remarks have been made here to-
night in connection with the bribery of
constituencies. I will not debate that
question at any length now, but I may
remark that A played a considerable part
in my constituency at the last election. It
is the opinion of the people in the west
that the great natural resources of Canada
are being too largely used and disposed of
for party and political advantage. The
Prime Minister, in his remarks, referred to
my late opponent, Mr. Duncan Ross. Well,
Mr. Duncan Ross is not regarded in Brit-
ish Columbia as a very high authority on
political matters, particularly since
November 12. But as some hon. gentle-
men opposite seem to regard him as an
authority, I will quote a few lines from a
speech which he made subsequently to hie
defeat.

Keeping a seat warm in parliament is a
mere incident compared with the labour and
thought required 'in acting as an agent of
the people of Yale-Cariboo, transacting their
business with the government in power. Any
advice received from the member elected f rom
this district will be immediately treated as
hostile advice coming from a man eleoted te
do his utmost te defeat that government, nd
any advice that will be acceptable to that gov-
ernment must necessarily come from one who
fought the battles of the government in this
district, and who went down fighting in de-
fence of the policies and the records of the
government.

Well, I do not think there is any doubt
that the former representative of Yale-
Cariboo did go down to defeat, considering
the size of the majority against him. Now
I would like to ask the right hon. gentle-
man and the members of his government
whether that is the principle which is
going to guide them in treating all advice
tendered them by opposition members, viz.,
-as hostile advice to be neglected by the
government. I would be sorry to believe,
and I will not believe until I am convinced
to the contrary, that any minister of this
government will take so narrow a view of
his responsibilities. For my own part I
consider myself as representative, not only
of the Conservatives of Yale-Cariboo, but
of the Liberals as well. I understand that
the duty of a member of parliament is to
represent his own constituency, and a man
would be recreant to his duty if he did not,
regardless of party ties and affiliations,
keep steadily in view the interest of all his
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constituents, whether Liberal or Conserva-
tive.

Hon. RODOLPHE LEMIEUX (Post-
master General. I do not intend to detain
the Heuse at any length. I merely wish
to refer to some remarks made by my hon.
friend from North Toronto (Mr. Foster) in
his very interesting, and I may say very
bitter speech. The hon. gentleman said
that when during the last campaign, I was
in the city of Berlin, I dangled before the
eyes of the electors some promises which
I think the hon. gentleman termed petty
bribes. Sir, I resent the statement made
by that hon. gentleman, and I do not think
that my hon. friend from York will corro-
borate that statement after the explana-
tions I propose to give.

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN (S. York).
friend from York made no remark.

Your

Mr. LEMIEUX. Mr. Speaker, what are
the facts? During the summer of 1907 I
was invited as Minister of Labour to a din-
ner given by the citizens of Berlin, irres-
pective of politics, to Mr. Mackenzie King.
It was indeed a pretty sight to see the Con-
servatives of Berlin uniting with the Lib-
erals to testify to the high character and
great ability of the young Deputy Minister
of Labour. I was present as hie chief on
that occasion. On that visit I was request.
ed by the mayor of Berlin, whose politics
1 do not know, and by many of the citizens,
to complete a work which had been under-
taken by a former Conservative govern-
ment twenty years ago. There was stand-
ing in the centre of that very interesting
and beautiful city of Berlin, what I would
call an eyesore. Under the government of
Sir John Macdonald they had erected there
a splendid post' office with a tower, but
that tower, as I noticed, was clockless and
the citizens of Berlin begged of me to repre-
sent their views to the Minister of Publie
Works at Ottawa so as to secure the com-
pletion of that tower by the addition of a
clock. I promised the gentlemen who ap-
proached me, Conservatives and Liberals
alike, that certainly I would do my best
to make their representations to the minis-
ter and that I hoped that within a very
short time the tower would have its clock.
I was asked at the same time to give to the
city of Berlin, a very enterprising city of
the province of Ontario, the system of free
letter delivery within its limits. I said
that if the city of Berlin had reached the
population fixed by the regulations of the
Post Office Department, that is to say, 12,-
000, and if the revenue of the city justified
it, that is to say $20,000 a year, it would not
be a pleasure but it would be a duty for
me as Postmaster General to give to the
city of Berlin free letter delivery. I came
back to Ottawa. I made representations
to the then Minister of Publie Works. I


