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the l)Oats wvere fouixi to be infringing
the regulatioîîs in one way or aiiother.

Altogether i,ioi cases liad refer-
ence to -the s-anitarv state of the cabins,
but of these 23 1 'related only to the
temporarily (lirty condition of the ini-
teriors, very often due to the nature
of the cargo or the weather at the
time ; and the inspector rep)orts tlîat
as a rule the boat people took a pleas-
ure in iriecdvingý the fauit as soon as
possible. it would seemi, therefore,
that as regards the sanitary conditions
of the canal boatmnan's life, a gýrea-t
improvement lias been made ; andl my
own restricted observationis woul d leaàd
mie ta suppose than a canal boat is a
far healtlîier chvelling-place than, a
cit\- sluini.

in orcler ta get a fair impression of
the if e of our canal population, and to
gain information on mianv matters
whichi cannat be rcorded in officiai
reportQ, I recent.lv spent somie timie
amiong the canal foli< at Brentford.
To very manyv of these wandering
canal folk Brentford is a sacred place.
li the parish cburch thîey wvere mar-

ried and rtheir children wcre clîris-
tenied, and iii the chutrchyard somne of
their friends an(l relations, their hast
voyage made, are sleeping their longr
sleep; here is thc school where many
of their children receive, durimng the
occasional (las spent in the tawn, ail

theschahn thev wvill ever get, and
liere is the oiily' place w-vhcre very miany
of tlem ever hear the Good Tidings of
Great Jov, or receive any impulse
tawar(ls the higlir if e.

Tfhe centre of ýlîe goo woka -n
the canal folk at Brentford is the Canal
Boatnmen's 'Mission, whiclî is under tue
care of a City missianary, Mr. R.
Baimber, wlha mnav well be calle(l- the
bargre&s parsani." For twentv-thre
.ear\,Ir. Bamiber lias îvorkzed aniongý
canial (lwellers, and no mîan in «England
undersfands them better or is more

gYenerahly loved and respected by themn.
lit xvas un(ler bis kindly guidance that

liaci an ol)partmliitv of visitincr sonie
of the boat folk in their curious littie
hionies.

lit is evident that the wonien for the
most par-t takýe a cominiendabhe pride
in keeping their tiny homes as dlean
and cheerful as possible. Sanie are
niodels Qf neatness and cleanliness:
the stove is bhackleaded and pahis'icd,
thie househiold utensils are of brass andi
copper, an(h thie% shine hike miirrars.
the wvalls are ado.rneci withi pictures,
and a littie of the preciotis shieif rooni
is spared for a few china, arnamients.
Even if wve find a cabin whicli is un-
ti(ly, andi where thie children are dirtN.,
the niother wilh apologize andl explain
thiat xve have caug'ht lier at an unfor-
tuniate timie. Nevertheless, '-\I. Bai-
ber and any one initroduced by himi are
sure ta be Nvelconie. You cannat stand
upriglît iii these cabins, andl the cap-
tain, if lie is a very taîl mil, niay tauch
one wvalh wvith his head and the ather
with bhis feet as lie lies iii bed. Many
of the fixtures - cantrive a douible debt
ta pay ": tlîe seat is a locker far bouse-
liold goocîs and also the clîildren's bed;
one cupboard door is a (lining-table
and anotiier is the beci for tlîe captain
and bis wife; there is tlîus more ac-
cominodatian than anc mighîit at first
suppose.

The bargee lias a terrible reputatian;
but it wvaul( be a mnistak-e ta suppose
thiat lie spends lus whlile tinie iii (riil-
ingy, sweariîig. ali(l kick<iig, bis ivife.
Tiiere are roughl cliaracters an canal
boats, but tue typical bargree, tlîough
hie lias a rougli tangue, lias a kind
lieart: lie is an lionest, îiianly fellaw.
an(l if lie can keep away f ran drink-
thie besetting weakness of lus class-
is a groa( liusbancl and fathuer. The
canal boatwonîen are a liard warking
race; nat onlv have tblev to see to the
cleaningy and Cookinc aiîc ta look aff-ri
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