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'Zbe Commiiercial

CONFIDENCE IN MANITOBA.
Th'le lirst siglîs of confidenîce lit Maîîi-

tobit after the a(--\ retriais of 1 SI3-4 Nvere
uîîdoubtcdly in coîiectîrîn %wîtl t coin-
mîercia! afiairs of tie province, and as far
brick as a year nge easterî miaufacturers
and iniporters hall dîscovercd that these
trade afilirs possessed an elastit reuupera-
tive po%'ei-, stich as lîad liever beeti slîowi
iii anly other part of the Domnin. Suecli
min N-ere the lirst in tie cast to per-clve
that rQco' cry frcîn depi-essioli in the
prairie proîiiîice "'as liot the 310w pI*ocess
îvhiCl folIeWeul the crashi of W5$F7-8 iii
Ontario, but was going on with a rapidity
out of the ranoe of ail formier casterti cal-
culatiowî'. I.ast full titis returui of trade
confidence brouglit a swarin of casteriî
commnercial trai-dilers back o ei country,
and the cari, in Iookin- after and attcu-
tien shown to 'Maititoba iiierclîants îvhile
iii easterii cities is a proof that trade ton-
fidience iii the province is ziow unilinîiîed.

But there are mnany other syînptoins
of rc-tîîriug confidenice ii Manitoba out-
sidu of ibat, inliglît lie strictly called trade
afrairs. Finaîîcial concerns iii tic east
who ]lave lar,,q,. itivestiuients mnade here
arc not aoir iii the despciidcnt state they
ivere iin two years, ago, -ind at present look
lipon niaiiy an ilnvestînient as profitable,
w~hiclî tiien they deciiied ratier dcîîbtful
if not .ery dangeîous, and there is iii Uic
minds of înany eastcrii mon of fiîîaîcial
ability a growing belief that progress of
the înost solid and satisfactory character
lias been -oin." on ever site the first crashi
of the coliapsed boolm subsicled. Suicli are
the facts mnade pli te a representative
of Tur o»nwA duriîîg seî'eral weeks
of a searclîing investigation in citizs of tic
cast, and tlîecontrast iii tlîefeehutg betrecti
nlow and two years ago is soilnethiîîg
%îhicli cati ordy lie fully coîuprehlen<led by
ai, inîvestigationî sudi as our representa-
tive lias nmade. lit usisng the lainguageof
the head of oue finîanciul conceî-n whicli
lias over a million of dollars invested ini
titis province, -'Manitoba is inaking pro.
,1ress, and the progress is of the solid and
satisfactory cliaracter," we give tic opin-
ions of scores of similar ilion.

if we are at a;l iliclined, te use our te-
ficeti e faculties, ne cannot help lookilig
back to consider 111(er what circuinstaiices
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'NIaliitolia lias miade the progretss we nloi
spcak of. 'I'lie cii-cuîistatîces have cer-
tainly 1ieL. heeji of! flic mnst fav'orable
(1.1:512 !jtioîî, but ou1 the cohîtrary have ivithi
scarceiy ait exception been lias lluîfîîîoiablcv
as it iraLs possible for thlil tio lie iMlnni-
toba is as yet a purely agrieulttîral couin
try, and the prices '%vllielî pi idluets of tlîat
elass have been solîl nt durit)g the pasqt
tlirce years ]lave itût lICO sucli as îvolld
brin.- îvealth te any agricuiltural e'iiîunn
i ty. For over a ypar wo have liad tic
lowest rang-e of grainî plceps ail <-vPr the
world thiat the gi-aiidfiitliers anmong us
Ccai reinîbee-, ai)d everv ntiior c-mss of
faim prodriets lias lion monre or less
depressed iu piep duriimg that period.
'1'îcî l i 1883 Nvhren oui- farnveî-s nvore in
tijeir wvorst stî'uggles we liait a hadly
dainagcd ci-op of gr-ain, ait( iniI.8 tlore
iras n grent inipi-eveinent in titi quality
o! the crop. Agaî lu h ~i a-cIm soutee
dumiage to creps frei frost, thîcugli not te
tlie saille extelit as iu 1883, but suflicioîît
te add înaterial)y te the pr-essure we wvcre
passing through, espeeially wilin %w add
the unprcedeî.tedly loir prics grain lias
been sold at duritig the pat>t six nionths.
iliese %vert- c-vis ever which ire liad lie
colitroi, anîd they ivere aggravated by
others îrhich ttilit have heti avoided.
For p-Ilitical purposes cuîr country lias
leico slaîidered and bchittled in the cast
te ant etemcit tiiet mi-lit îvel drive the

srgiigMii- itolîail te aslc, is there such
a tlîiiî x-tg as Caiîadiaiî pittriotisîi
Nor lias the east doue a-il thf, slaidcriîîg,
fer foir ini our ownu province, iouîîdéd on
by political deiîagognes !lave donc inucli
te inýjurie the grewthî and iinpede the pr-

-bs of the n hy liv l,an have
displayed the worst symnptoîîîs of that
suicidaI folly o! cîîttiîîg off their owîî uose
te vent their spleen on tlieir face. 'Rail-
wvay incnpoly and thcti njust discrimina-
tienis cf tlîe Canladiaxi Pacifie Railway Ce.
have added te thie burde.. uîider wlich
the province hia tottered, but irith pride
it uiay be said, totterNi' oîiN'ard iii the
path of progress.

.After taking the ahoî-e retî-ospcctiî-e
viewv of afîhirs, nîay iv'e net ask îitli Pon-
fidence anid net a littlc pride - If ive lia e
progrcssed duî-ing these years cf dppres-
sien until ire have forccdl back tlc confi-
dence of the outsidc world, what inay wvc
liot acconîphislî once titi tide of tie îrorld's
nfïairassrccps iito prosperityl Titily we
hlavé- great réason for hocp-, and even îî'hicn
hiope is loag dpferred, -w e car. successf ully

battie îvitli diflicuilties tiiider wlîicli mnaiy
a countr-y îvould hiave suil, batik into in-
sol'. cîey id social chaos, -%vhlîl a decade
or t% ne vcuhd iiot have cIparcd away.
But nve hlave liy noie nus reaclied yct
thiat ;tage cf progress te whli ire inust
attaiii. Nature lias placed iu our hands
ad% atitages whii bile lias hmstowed upon
lie other portion of tlîe Domîinîien, aîîd if
've fail to iake full lise cf tlicîîî tue loss
is eut- on-n. Tite veice cf tic foo) amui

dnaoue li our nnidst, Nvio vçild ru;
4upe or kia% c siaîider tlîe ]and ire lire iii,
inust bIe sileuced in the iîiost suiniîary
nînnîiter, %ulule Uic castern pelitician, wlîo
fiîids pelitical capital iii libeînîig and bel it-
tliîîg it shicnld Lie renienîlercil and rcpaid
whlen opportumity allom-ds. Titc nîcnopcly
iii w'hici wo are- tihltly lîcld rnust lie
brokeit, cvrt if very" sunary ineastites
ar-e niecessary te <le sn, anîd ', lien these
tliings are doiîe. auid our people uiîited,
we have reiiovcd every artificiel obstacle
te prcgress - ani althougli nature lias
îîîede us elle or tire unfaverable visitations
iîi the past, ire have lie doulit u.ut she
unI! lîeartily second our efforts la the
future. There is elle poinît on wliich we
mîust ncver falter, auid thiat is our con fi-
dence in Maniitoba. Le tlîat bie firr,
tixed and unchiauging, and it will prompt
us te efiorts w.hiicli uNIll rotain auid itîcrease
the confidence the outside world mn have
iii us.

COMTINUED LOW PRICES.
There are periods in catit year ivheiî

certain coiîodities risc or faîl iii value
with a regularity urhieli can almost bie
depcîîded upen, and tiiese rises anîd fais
are looked forwa-d to emîd discounited
aliead se to speek, so t. et tlîeir cfli2cts are
but little. noticed and ;n ne uvav drceded.
But wve have aise -nulookecl for oeriods of
&hpi-essien or- activity, rhieh cftcn. net
uritl, perver-se opposition tendencies iu
differemît branchivs cf commerce, co
brandi btiiig abîîiormaliy depressed, wivhue
aniotuer ncrgesoiiîmmfiation. Againw,ýhave,
aise poi-iods cf gcîîoral inflation and de-
pression ail ci-ci tlîe comminercial îrorld,
w-hici the îueost strenueus efYerts of far-
seeilîg commîuerciaîl (Ccoiiolîîits uttcrly feul
te couîtcract. Ihrcugh one cf thîese the
rhiole commnercial irorld seuilis te lie puas-.

ing at present, and ire nîiglit say that in
the depthîs of ont it lias beeui wallewimg
the greater portion of the puat tino yca-s,
and stili tîte cure for the evii scouns as far
off as over. It is mucedîcas te discourse on


