
THE SLAVE IN UPPER CANADA

<father of Chiie£ Justice Sir John
Beverley Robinson and grandfather of
the celebrated lawyer, Christopher
Robinson, K.C.), moved in the House,
secended by Edirard Jessup, aise a
Ujnited Empire Loyalist, Member for
Grenville, for leave to bring iu a Bill
to enable persons «migrating into this
Province to, bring their negro slaves
into the. sanie". Leave was granted,
the Bill ias introdueed, and finally,
passed by a vote of eiglit to four, In
the Legisiative Council, however, it
received the tiiree montiis hoiat.

The opposition to the, Act of 1793
and the. support of this emasciu-
lating Bill of 1798 were based on
the very great scarcity of labour
whicb all writereof the tiie speak of.
It was argued that the. prohibition of
negro slavery would prevent immigra.
tion, as 'well as hamper the work of
settlera already lu the. Province. The.
opposition to the Bill of 1798 in the
House of Assembly iras led by Robert
Gr~ay, a young member and the first
Solcitor-General of Upper Canada.

Gray hiniself oirned slaves until bis
deatin l 1804. He iras drowned with
Mr. Justice Cochran, the. Higii Con-
stable of York,~ an Indian prisoner,
interpreters, irituesses, Angus Mac-
donell (the Indian's lawyer) soin.
York merehants and the, captain sud.
crew of the Goverument schooner
Bpeedy, salhing from, Newr (Toron-
te) te Newcstle (noir Preaqu' Ile
Point, near Brighton) for the. trial
~there of the. Indian for murder. By
his irill, he manumitted has female
slave Porinda and lier chlldren, leav.
ing a fund of £1,200 ($4,800), of
mmih the. income. iras te b. paid to
Dorinda, her hein sand assigna for
eve. His black servant, John Baker,
Derinxda's son, h. aise lett provision
for, leaving i £50 and 200 actes of

Baker niarciied away a regular British
redcoat. H. la said te have been in
the battie of Water~loo and certainly
retuned to Canada. He iras a ireil-
kueiru eiaracter in Cornwall, Ontario,
until bis death, lu 1871, the. last of al
w-ho had been slaves in Upper Canada
or the eld Province of Quebee.

After this legislation of 1793, this
Province becamne a longed-for Para-
dise fer the. negro slaves ' o the. land
te the south. The. "underground rail-
way" bronght hundreds of unfortun-
ates toirard the. Northi Star. 1 have
heard a negro ef higli standing aay of
hiseiru knowledge, that it iras not un-
cQminon for dying slaves to express
a hope to meet lu Canada.

There w-ere many settiements-stihl
existing--o-f former negro slaves near
the. border, and many of theni settled
sporadically lu otiier parts ef the. Pro-
vince.

But the. slave iras net allways sast
eveii after reaching the, shores of Can-
ada. Someprmes tiier. weuld b. a kid-
napping, thougii tua iras very rare.
More often the lar iras appealed te,
and somnetmmes 'with succeas.

For long it iras the doctrine that the,
Executive hsd the. poirer, 'without
treaty or statute, te deliver np f ugi-
tives frem justice ot foreign countries,
and lu 1833 the. Legislature et Upper
Canada pasesd an Act expressly autii-
orizing the, delivery np of any person
ire escaped into the. Province charg.d
with murder, forgery, larceuy, etc.
Then camne the, Aabburton Treaty with
the. United States lu 1842 te much the,
saine effect.-

Under the. cemmon Isir before 1833,
sud under the, Act ef that year or the
Ashburtou Treaty 'whieh superseded
it for the, United States, .scaped slaves
were ciisrged 'with stealing or even
more serious offences, and seme were
extradit.d te the, land ef tiie free snd
tihe e the, brave, uiiere for theni
te b. brave meant torture, and death
alone ceuld na.ke thein fre.

Tiife proceedings wer. not always
snceesstul. An instance or tire may
be of intereat.


