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APPENDIX No. 2

By Mr. Ross:

Q. Here is the case of a woman with a 50-acre farm, her boy goes to the front
aud says to her: “ Hire somebody to work that farm,” and because she has that farm
She does not get a separation allowance, and if the boy is killed she does mot get a
Pension ¢—A. She might get a pension provided she does not make more money out of
e farm than the boy sent her; if she is making more money off the farm than the
Oy sent her she would not get a pension. Supposing the boy who had worked the
arm sends home $20, assigned pay to pay the hired man who takes his place, who has
% get board of course as well, and that man works the farm as the boy did before he
Went, that mother is provided for. I suppose we would give a pension in a case where

€ profit which the mother got was not the same as she got before the son went away,
ad it was not sufficient to support her. We have had lots of cases where two sons
Were working a farm and where one went, away leaving his brother to work it. If the
°he that stays at home works the farm and makes it produce very nearly as much as

efore the hrother went away, and especially if he produces enough to support himself
and hig mother, then the mother is not entitled to a pension on account of her son being
cf‘lled overseas because the son that is called out is not her main support.

Witness retired.

. Mg. N. F. R. Kxiour:—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I appear before the com-
mlFte‘?, representing the soldiers’ viewpoint altogether. We look upon pensions in the
Strict sense of compensation. It is true there is a great deal of talk going on today
M Canada to the effect that the soldier can never be compensated for what he has
.°1€; we take, that for granted. A great many men who have come back know what
. 18: the man who has been overseas never knows what it is to have confidence in
1S owp abjlity to attempt things as he did before he went. I know that it is, when

W know from day to day that you never will be well again no matter how hard

;‘;0‘_1 may try to get well. Now, there is no such thing as compensation_, yet t}lere
in li?h all the provinces a compensation law under which a man who receives injury

1€ service of the State is compensated for .that injury. Under those laws the

S:SI? brinciple has been established that all those who do incur injury in the public
f tVice to the State would in some way or other be compensated by the State. If

e;at be the case, that has not been done. I have come into touch with several hunglred
Ses. and had complaints and claims every day in my office from returned soldiers,

: gennow something about them, but I am not going to give them, because, speaking

ug erally, T ang pretty well satisfied with the attention the depar.tments have gll;en
the ;u our work, and I want to say that we have been most cordially treated: hut
wh;.e are things that are wrong, many things .that are wrong. . One of.thtlam is that
tiox;nba Mman enlists he has to undergo examination; he has to pass a med}qal examina-
tion _Ef"l‘e attestation. Then when he is in camp he has perlodu.:al medical examina-
i S5 28 soon as he goes overseas he has other examinations, an@ 1n.u11 those examina-
8 Dot one atom of disease was detected in the man’s constitution, yet when that
beCaumem‘S injury a medical board will say that he is mot entitled t}c:_ a pension
Outse € was diseased before he enlisted. ¥oq_ have been talklng this morning
at 4 Venereal diseases; well, if you know what it is to have to sleep in dirty villages
not & front where the people are not cleanly in their 'hab1ts, some of them even do
ng gtet UD at night in case of necessity, you can easily underustand fchat men Yvho
billt hel{lﬂelves in those surroundings can effsxly catch any disease in those .du'ty
) ths Without any improper conduct on their part, an_d men hgve caught dlse.ase
SOm(,at Way. If the consideration which he should have is to 136 given to the soldier,
a lit‘tln‘ those men who now have to deal with the matter, will have to come d-o_wn
of g e from their high perches, before they sit dotwn in judgment on the uestion
anq © soldier’s disability. The first thing that a soldier after he has been months
months iy the hospital, has to do is to go before a medical board.
2\2 - [Mr. Norman Knight.]



