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roughly in the general line which was held by them 
before the 27th.

In a subsequent despatch, dated December 23rd, 
1916, issued in a Supplement to the London Gazette 
of December 29th, the following references to 
the activities of Canadian troops during June 
appears :—

While my final preparations were in progress 
the enemy made two unsuccessful attempts to 
interfere with my arrangements. The first, 
directed on May 21st against our positions on 
the Vimy Ridge, south and south-east of 
Souchez, resulted in a small enemy gain of no 
strategic or tactical importance ; and rather than 
weaken my offensive by involving addidonal 
troops in the task of recovering the lost ground, 
I decided to consolidate a position in rear of our

y
( original line.

The second enemy attack was delivered on 
June 2nd on a front of over one and a half miles 
from Mount Sorrel to Hooge, and succeeded in 
penetrating to a maximum depth of 700 yards. 
As the southern part of the lost position com
manded our trenches, I judged it necessary to 
recover it, and by an attack launched on June 
13th, carefully prepared and well executed, this 
was successfully accomplished by the troops on 
the spot.

Neither of these enemy attacks succeeded in 
delaying the preparations for the major opera
tions which I had in view.


