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Mr. SAM. HUSHES (Victoria and Hall- 
burton). Mr. Speaker, I have been asked by 
the bon. member for North Toronto, (Mr. 
Foster) what I am going to do now. My 
first step is to draw closer to my leader In 
the hope that I may he able to Induce him 
to see the error of his way and later on 
Induce the hon. member for Sherbrooke (Mr. 
Worthington) to withdraw the motion which 
he has placed before the House or to turn 
around and support me in assisting to vote 
that motion down. With reference to my 
leader, I may say at the outset that I wish 
to correct a false Impression which has been 
Insidiously created, or attempted to be 
created, by gentlemen who have been sup­
porting the views laid down by the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke. In fact, the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke himself stated that 
One reason why this Important matter of 
the Ross rifle tragedy had not been brought 
by the Conservative party In a formal man­
ner before tills House and the country was 
that the leader of the opposition chanced to 
be of the same name and of the same family 
as the hon. Minister of Militia and Defence 
(Sir Frederick Borden). In so far as the 
coming First Minister of Canada, the 
present leader of the opposition is concern- 
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ed, In his suggestions to the Militia Com­
mittee of the Liberal-Conservative party—a 
committee of which I have the honour to 
be chairman—his requests have Invariably 
been to probe to the bottom any matter con­
cerning the militia expenditure of this coun­
try, or concerning anything arising from 
the expenditure of public money or the con­
duct of public affairs in connection with 
that department. He has given the same 
encouragement to Inquire into the affairs 
of that department as he has to investigate 
other departments. I shall have something 
to say upon that subject later on. There 
is one thing that the hon. member for Sher­
brooke is noted for, In which he stands 
pre-eminent, and that Is the mtagniflcent 
smile that he has. He is smiling now, but 
before I get through I purpose endeavour­
ing to show that smile on the other side 
of his face. I purpose endeavouring to show 
what his conduct has been In the treatment 
of this matter. He may say that the Militia 
Committee has never done Its duty. It rests 
with the hon. gentleman or with any other 
hon. member who discusses this question 
lairly and squarely to show wherein there 
has been anything neglectful or improper on 
my pa:t In looking after the militia Interests


