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INTRODUCTION.
A brief View of the Rife and Progrefs of the

English Stag£. ;,

IT is well obferved by the Author of a late * Diflertation

on the Theatres, that dramatic compofitions have ever

been elleemed amongft the greateft productions o^

human genius ; and the exhibition of them on the public

Stage, has by fomc of the wifcft and bed men in all ages,

been countenanced, as highly ferviceable to the caufe of

Virtue.

Nothing is more certain than that example is the ftrong-

«ft and mod effe<5lual manner of enforcing the precepts of

wifdom i and that a juft Theatrical reprefcntation is the

belt pidture of Human Nature: with this peculiar advan-

tage, that in this humanizing and inftru(£ting Academy,
the young Spedator may learn the manners of the world,

without running through the perils of it.

The fame Writer obferves, that as pleafure is the pur-

fuit of the greateft part of mankind (and moft juftly fo,

while this purfuit is continued under the guidance of

Reason), all well-regulated States have judged it proper,

both in a political and moral fenfe, to have fome public

exhibitions, for the entertainment of the people. And,^^

indeed, what entertainment, what pleafure fo rational, as

that which is afforded by a well-written and well-atfled

Play i whence the mind receives at once its fill of improve-

ment and delight ?—Thus thought the wife and lettered

Sages of ancient Greece ; the Romans adopted the fame
fentiments, and every polifhed Nation in B.urope hath re-

ceived and cultivated the Dramatic Art. In this refpedt

our Britifh Iflands have been moft eminent-, having pro-

.

duced admirable A^ftors, and excellent Authors, both in

the Comic and Tragic ftyie; and fometimes alfo noble

* Gibber's Diflertation on the Theatrej.
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