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(iovernor Shirley and Colonel Mascarenc ^iv
French having' bc<j;nn a scltlcnicnl and a'forlat tl

St. John's liivcr. As my instructions (hrcct mc 1(. prevent all such
encroachments, and piirlicuhirly mention that River as of the
"greatest consiMincnce, I next day sent Capt. Hous of the Albany
with a small sloop to tittcnd him with orders to the connn:indin"i''
ollicers at Annapolis to furnish him with trooi)s if demandeir
Copies of my letter to Capt. Hous and one to the connnander of
St. John's, I send Your (Irace enclosed. I hope what I have done
in this affair will meet with Your (h-ace's approbjition. Jidyl2th
1 heard from (Iovernor Shirley, that he had sent the* IJosion to
Annapolis to receive my instrnc'tions abont the affair of St. John's.
I sent Capt. Petirse the same directions I Inul o;iven to Capt. Kous,
:ind a coi)y of the declaration asserting- His Alajesty's riu'hts. As
to Port Mouton which is mentioned in these letters, I Iielieve it was
a mistake occasioned by the French having put in there in their

way to St. John's.

1 shall now lay before Your Grace our proceedinos at Chebucto.
Colonel Mascarene arriv(Ml here on the 12th with live of the

C<uincil; next day I opened to them Ilis Majesty's eonunission, and
tof»k the oaths ; the day following 1 nominated the members of a
new Council

:

Colonel Mascarcne.* Mr. IJenj. Green.
Capt. How. Mv. Salisbury.

Capt. Gorham. Mr. Davidson.

I have added since, Mv. Steel.

As, perhaps, no copies were taken of the plans sent me of the

harbor, 1 send along with this a copy of Durel's plan. Your Grace
will see that the place 1 have tixcd for the town is on the west side

of the harbor—'tis upon the side of a hill which commands the

whole i)eninsula and shelters the town from the north-west winds.

From the shore to the top of the hill is about half a mile, the ascent

very gentle, the soil is good, there is convenient landing for boats

all along the beach and good anchorage within gunshot of the shore

for the largest ships. In Durel's plan the two points that make
the entrance to Bedford Bay are marked as the places proper to

fortify, which is likewise taken notice of by Mv. Knowles. Their

view nuist then have been to have the settlement within that bay.

This would have been subject to great inconveniences. In the lirst

place, it would be too far up for the lishermen, it being about live

leagues from the entrance of the harbor to these points, and the

* Col. MaswiriMio wastlic, liicut. (iovernor of Anniii)olis; Capts. How and (iorhani
were two of his counoillors. Mr. (i;'('i!n wassccrotary to (iovernor Ilopson at Lonis-
burj;. Messrs. Salisbury and Davidson eanie out willi tJovornor I'ornvvallis. Mr.
atuol, afterwards added "to the Council, was one of the settlers from England.


