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of their enemies. I determined," he says, "to

describe every subject in the manner it struck

my own imagination, and without confining my-

self to a perpetual effort at wit, drollery and

himior, indulge every variety of manner, as my

subject varied, and insert all the ridicule, satire,

sense, sprightliness and elevation, of which I

was master." How well this design was exe-

cuted, the intelligent reader will discover.

The first and second cantos of M'Fingal were

published as one, in a thin pamphlet of forty

pages, by William and Thomas Bradford, of

Philadelphia. It was issued in the Autumn of

1775, as Canto Z, or the Town-Meeting, In

the course of the next year it was reprinted in

London, where it passed through several

editions, and was very popular with the anti-

ministerial party in Great Britain and America.

For a long time it was believed to be the pro-

duction of some English scholar, and made a

very favorable impression everywhere, on ac-

count of its literary merits. As a political

satire it was regarded as inimitable, and was

praised by men of all parties. But when it was

known that the author was a native of New
England, the London press and loyal writers in


