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mine, , I went to pay him a vifit one evening, long
after the death of Peter the Great •, when he told me,
that fuch and fuch officers, naming them, had dined
with him that day, and that the principal fubjedt of
their converfation turned on the aftions of their old
father (as he termed him, by way of eminence) Peter

the Great. He told me further, that though his

majeity feemed to be fevere, on certain occafions,

yet not one of them all could produce or recolleA

one fmgle inftance of his having punifhed an honeft

man -, or, that he had caufed any perfpn to fufFer any
punifliment who had not well deferved it.

He hath been reprefented as making too frequent

ufe of fpirituous liquors to excefs, which is an unme-
rited afperfion *, for he had an averfion to all fots, and

to thofe too much given to drink. It is true, he had
his times of diverfion, when he would be merry him-

lelf, and liked to fee others fo; this may have been

necefiary, and proper for the unbending his mind
from affairs of great weight ; but fuch amufements
occurred generally during holidays, and feftival times,

and was, with him, at no time of long continuance.

It hath been imputed to him, and not without fome
appearance of reafon, that he had political views in

encouraging drinking at thefe times of merriment

;

for, on thefe occafions, he mixed with the company,

and, convcrfing with them on the footing of a com-
panion, had better opportunities, at fuch times, of

difcovering the real fentiments of thofe about him,

than when they were quite cool.

Thofe, who by their offices about the perfon of

Peter the Great, might be fuppofed to be the beft ac-

quainted with his difpofition, always difavowed his

drinking to excefs ; and infifted on his being a fober

prince. During the campaign of the expedition to

Derbent in Perfia, he was not guilty of the leaft ex-

cefs, but rather lived abftemioufly. In this point I

could not be miftaken, as the tent of Dr. Blumen-

troft, his majefty's chief phyfician, with whom I

Vol.. V. Hh •
lodged.


