
iraoo

if of

em at

rticl«i

»aod

s an4
at the

eoncs
loibar'

panto*

ightcTi*

s of the .

ifonof
•

fToriXtsf

had the

n at the

h fome
Ic, into

[i on the

fat by
beard.

e

itia were

er vcfld«

ome mi-
pecuUar

rubbing
it

IV ITALY. §
it over hU beard, which hung in hoary ringleUf

to his girdle.

They had much converfation with this eccen-

tric miin, whom they found to the laft degree
acute, communicative, and entertaining -, blepd-

ing the vivacity of a Frenchman with the gravity

of a Turk.
His prediledion for Turkifli charaders and

manners was extreme. He defcribed the Turks
in general as people of great (enfe and integrity,

the moti hofpitable, generous, and happieii of
mankind. He talked of returning, as foon as pof-

£ble to £gypt> which be painted as a perfed pa-
sadife.

Though Mr. Montague fetdom ilirred abroad,

he had the politenefs to return the Duke of Ha- '

mihon's vifit, and as they were not furniihed with
a cufhion, he placed himfelf crofs-legged on the

tbfa. This poflure, by long habit, was become
mod agreeable to him j and indeed, he feemed
to cheriih the fame opinion with regard to all the

customs which t)revail among the Turks. He de-

fended the pra^ice of poligamy, and maintained,
that not one Turk in a thoufand would go to the

Chriflian heaven, if he had it in his choice.

If the (ituatibn of Venice, wholly furrounded
by water, renders it a curious bbje£t, it certainly

docs not add to the pleafure of living in it. Hero
there are neither green fields to wjilk or ride in,

the fragrance of herbs, nor the melody of birds ',

but when a perfon wifhjes to take the air, he muil
fubmittobe paddled about in a boat, along dirty,

canals, or confine himfelf to walk in St. Mark a

Place. •

The lake, or (hallow of the fca, oh which Vc-'

nice Hands, is a kind of i'mall inner gulph, fepa-
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