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14 THE ENGLISH

others it by no moans renounced, because it knew

its opponents to be wronp^.

The Church of England, on the contrary,

which had enjoyed its apostolic succession, its

orders of priesthood, and its spiritual independence

in all its primitive purity for six hundred years

before the aggression of the Roman Pontiff, very

properly retained its own original name, to which

no other body of Christians had any title what-

ever.''^ She threw off the domination she had

been too feeble to resist, and the superstitions and

human inventions that had been forced upon her,

compiled her Liturgy, and settled her doctrine and

ceremoni(;s as nearly as possible in accordance with

those she had held in those centuries that pre-

ceded the usurpation of Popery. In some or in

all of these, furious zealots affected to think they

discerned too great a resemblance still subsisting

between the two Churches, and stigmatized the

Prayer-book as antichristian, the surplice as a rag

of Babylon, and the Holy Communion as the mass

in English. These Protestants of various shades

of opinion were known in Britain under the

general name of Puritans, and as schism in

'^ A.D. 1G89. The Upper House of Convocation sent

down a bill to the Lower House, where the English Church

was denominated a "Protestant Church." The Lower

House expunged the word " Protestant," declaring they

were not in unison with Protestants.


