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THE HONORABLE THE ATTOKNEY-OEXERAL.

To His KxceJfcnr)/, the Honorable A (hinix (ieorye Archibald., Lieutf/iuint-dovernor

of the /'rovhicr of Manitoba and the North West Territorifs, on the

Immujration (onferenee held at Ottaica, on tlw 18th o/ Se/Uember, 1S7L

Mat it i'i.kase Yoi;k Exj-kllkncy ;

On tlie 2ytli of August last I recoived a copy of tho Minutes of Council,

appointing me " a Deh.'giite to the Inunigration (^onfei-enco to be held at

(Htawa on the 18t!iof iSeptenibor," (see Appendix I.), together with your
Excellency's letter thei-ewitli, (II.)

In louipliance with the (h'sire therein expressed, I lost no time in setting

out on my way to Ottawa, and wisliiiii; to see for myself (that I might he

ulile to report thereon) the ( 'aiiailiaii. or " Dawson Route," I started with

Mr. dauies K. (irahain, the very energetic assistant of the Honorable Januts

iMcKay. Superinteiulantof the roa<i,on theSOthof Sopteml)er,and although the

season for tiavel had almost closed, I am happy to be able to say that we
arrived at Tlumder Hay in seven travelling days from Fort (»arry, the whole
time occupied by the journey Uiing ten days, three of which wei-e lost on
(iccount of storms on the lakes.

I must (l<H:laro tJiat i had a preconceived pn'judice against this route,

but was .agreeably disappointed on finding by experience that my prejudice

was ill-founded, for fi"om the beginning of the road to the end of it, I never

travelled over a finer one. Kmni Fort ( nirry to the North-We.st Angle of the Lake
of tlasWoods it is impossible to find a better road. We made the whole distance,

1 10 miles, with one li(^r,"^e only, in less than two days ; and when the great diffi-

culties that had to be suiniouiited are taken into consideration, it is not hay-

ing too much to d(!clare that Mr. Dawson has achieved a very great victory

over all knids of diHiculties, and nnide a magnificent road through a wilder-

ness of swamps atid muskegs, om; of which, tlio " Cariboo Muskeg," is a Boat-

ing bog over two nules in length, aud yet it is so perfectly bridged that it ia

a real pleasure to drive over it.

I may here remark that t^inada is very much indebted to the Ifonorable

James McKay for the pnj.sent state of the road from Fort Garry to the

Lake of the Woods, and it was most fortunate for Mr. Dawson that he suc-

ceeded in inducing Mr. McKay to undertake the superintendence of the

construction of the road and l»ridges, as there is no other man in the North West
who could have done it as well. Mr. McKay is a thoroughly practical man,

knows the country from the Height of Land to the Rocky Mountains, is per-

sonally known and greatly respected by all the Indian tribes in the country, and
speaks with the greatest purity most of the Indian languages of the North-

West, and above all he is a man who never was known to be deterfed b/


