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pearance and his lamentable state of mental alienation. He
received him with the moat compassionate tenderness; lodged

him in his own room, appointed three servants to attend and

watch over him dfiy and night, and endeavored by the moat

soothing and affectionate assiduity to atone for the past act <jf

rigor with which he reproached himself. When he learned,

however, the manner in which his unfortunate brother had

been treated in confinement, and the course of brutalities that

had led to his r^ental malady, he was roused to indignation.

His first step was to cashier Van Wert from his command.
That violent man set the prince at defiance, and attempted to

maintain himself in his government and his cjistle by insti-

gating the peasants, for several leagues round, to rov(<lt.

His insurrection mif^ht have been formidable against the

power of a petty prince; but he was put under the ban of the

empire and seized as a state prisoner. The memory of his

grandfather, the oft-sung John Van Wert, alone saved him
from a gibbet; but he was imprisoned in the strong tower of

Horn-op-Zee. There he remained until he was eighty-two

years of age, savage, violent, and unconquered to the last;

for we are told that he never ceased fighting nnd thumping
as long as he could close a fist or wield a cudgc^].

In the meantime a course of kind and gentle treatment

and wholesome reginien, and, above all, the tender and

affectionate assiduity of his brother, the prince, produced the

most salutary effects upon Count Antoine. He gradually

recovered his reason; but a degree of violence seemed always

lurking at the bottom of his character, and he required to b«

treated with the greatest caution and mildness, for the least

contradiction exasperated him.

In this state of ment;il convalescence, he began to find

the supervision and restraints of brotherly affection insup-

portable; so he left the Netherlands furtively, and repaired

to Paris, whither, in fact, it is said he was called by motives

of interest, to make arrangements concerning a valuable

estate, which he inherited from his relative, the Princess

d'Epinay.


