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162 THE PRISONERS' ‘MEMOIRS, &cC.
—

were pillaged of all they po‘keued, excepting ‘they had
on at the time ; and the officers in like manner fere plyn-
dered on board the Medway. The.midshipmen, 8 of &em.
were completely stripprd ; others lost their watchis
my own part, I came off with the loss of about ha}
and thought myself well off when compared
of my shipmates.

The morning after our capture, we were mu on the
quarter-deck, to undergo a search; the men wes@ then_ strip-
ped to the skin, and their clothing not returned ; go that many
of them were left without any thing more then<g .shirt and
trowsers. The next day, Mr. Barton (the first [futenant of

the Medway) distributed the clothing he had takén from our
men, to his quarter-masters and quarter-gunners,dn my pre-
sence.
After being on board the Medway five w&g, we were
landed at Simon-Town, twem{»ﬁve miles to the eastward of
the Cape of Good Hope ; myself and brother ofiicers paroled,
and the men marched to Cape-Town uhder an rt of dra:
goons; being obliged to ford a lake on the margh, where the
boys were compelled to go over on the backs ofhe tall men ;
this march of twenty-five miles was performed in one day,
and without shoes or food; the latter article they were kept
without four and twenty hours; their shoesgwere  stolen by
the crew of the Medway while they were aslgep. After re-
maining in this situation nearl‘y eight months, Without bed or
bedding, (they were not even furnished with stfaw, and their
hammocks were taken on a plea of their being§ public pro-
erty,) we were all"embarked in different men-ofSwar and In-
giamen for England ; myself, and about sixty officéys and men,
in the Cumberland, seventy-four, Captain Baker, were all put
on the lower gun-deck without distinction, among their own
crew, and fed on prisoners’ allowance ; and on myfemonstrat-
ing with the captain for receiving such treatmegt, he ordered
me off the quarter-deck, with a threat, at the fame time, to
put me in irons.

We remained jn this situation eighteen days,)fter which
Lieut. German, Gordon, and myself, were rémoved to the
Grampus, thirty, at 8t. Helena, admitted to th& ward-room
mess, and treated with civility. . -

With respect, I have the honor, &e., !
N. D. NIgHOLSON.

Carrt. SamueL Evans. {




