
he it was who composed the Sea-Roller's Song, which contains

this stave

:

" Mine adventure to the Meek One,
Monk-heart-searcher, I commit now;

He, who heaven's halls doth govern,
Hold the hawk's-seat ever o'er me I

"

Heriulf settled at Heriulfsness, and was a most distinguished

man. P>ic the Red dwelt at I3rattahlid, where he was held in

the highest esteem, and all men paid him homage. These
were Eric's children : Leif, Thorvald, and Thorstein, and a

daughter whose name was Freydis ; she was wedded to a man
named Thorvard, and they dwelt at Gardar, where the episco-

pal seat now is. She was a very haughty woman, while Thor-
vard was a man of little force of character, and Freydis had
been wedded to him chiefly because of his wealth. At that

time the people of Greenland were heathen.

Biarni arrived with his ship at Eyrar [in Iceland] in the sum-
mer of the same year, in the spring of which his father had
sailed away. Biarni was much surprised when he heard this

news, and would not discharge his cargo. His shipmates in-

quired of him what he intended to do, and he replied that it

was his purpose to keep to his custom, and make his home for

the winter with his father; "and I will take the ship to Green-
land, if you will bear me company." They all replied that they

v.ould abide by his decision. Then said Biarni,* "Our voyage
must be regarded as foolhardy, seeing that no one of us has
ever been in the Greenland Sea." Nevertheless, they put out

to sea when they were equipped for the voyage, and sailed for

three days, until the land was hidden by the water, and then
the fair wind died out, and north winds arose, and fogs, and
they knew not whither they were drifting, and thus it lasted for

many " dcegr." Then they saw the sun again, and were able to

determine the quarters of the heavens ; they hoisted sail, and
sailed that "doegr" through before they saw land. They dis-

cussed among themselves what land it could be, and Biarni

said that he did not believe that it could be Greenland. They
asked whether he wished to sail to this land or not. " It is my
counsel" [said he] "to sail close to the land." They did so,

and soon saw that the land was level, and covered with woods,
and that there were small hillocks upon it. They left the land

on their larboard, and let the sheet turn toward the land. They
sailed for two " dcegr " before they saw another land. They
asked whether Biarni thought this was Greenland yet. He re-

plied that he did not think this any more like Greenland than


