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cross-ways in a whirlpool, and if I had not been so lucky as to fall be-

tween two rocks it would have dragged me in, because I had not time

to undo the line which was twisted round my hand and cut me badly so

that I thought my hand was off. So I cried aloud to the Lord and began

hauling in the canoe, which the eddy brought home, so I escaped and

praised God and prayed for continued preservation." Of course, as he

remarks, if the canoe had been lost, it would have been a poor lookout

indeed ! The rest of the party had similar troubles and similar escapes.

The account of the journey up the Ottawa—past the Gatineau and the

Rideau, to Chaudi^re Falls—is so faithfully described that one can recog-

nize every feature to this day, but all through they had a difficult journey,

during which he remarked that DeVignau did not know much about the

route, and was always saying there was no danger in the rapids, they must
get over them.

The Indians, on the other hand said to De Vignau, " Are you tired of

life?" and to Champlain, "You must not believe him," and they portaged

as much as they could, though that was troublesome ; and any one who has

done any hard work of the kind can see Champlain sweating along, though

he had " only three guns to carry and three paddles, and a great coat, and

a few other trifles," Still he encouraged his folks, " who were even more

heavily laden, and were more done up by the mosquitoes than by their

burdens."

When they reached the Muskrat Lake, a little off the line of the

Ottawa, but on the portage route, they found a chief named Nibachis,

who wondered how ever they could have got up, and he gave them escort

of four canoes to go and visit Tessouat, a chief whom Champlain had met

and made a friend of long before, whose people were the powerful and

clever folks of AUumette Island

—

the island, as it was often called. On
the way they admired the cemeteries of this people, in which the graves

were marked by posts carved to resemble rudely the figure of the buried

person. If it was a warrior, they represented it by a shield, a club, a bow
and arrows hung on the post ; if a chief, by a crest on his head and a string

of beads or other ornaments ; if a child, a bow and arrows ; if a woman, a

kettle, an earthen pot, a wooden spoon or a paddle. The body was en-

wrapped in the beaver skin robe or other furs, which the owner had in his

life time, and they put all his accessories near it, such as axes, knives,

kettles, and hooks, so as to be of use to him in the country he was going

to, "for these people believed in the immortality of the soul."*

* It was on this voyage, shortly before reaching Nibachis' quarters, that Champlain lost his

astrolabe. In 1867, on the old portage road to Muskrat Lake, Captain Overman's people found
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