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broved Dawson route was all that was re-
quired for many years: that by it a large
class of emigrants, sons of our farmers in
the older provinces, could have gone into
the North-West and taken their teams
With them. Very great progress had been
Made with the route, and it was very
Dasga.ble, but it has fallen into disrepair
during the last three years, and if the very
demon of destruction had been sent there
to ruin the route and destroy the stations,
1t could not have been more effectually
one. 1 would 'not bave objected to
thﬁ} scheme first proposed by the Prime
Unster — a railway from Lake Supe-
Tor to Sturgeon Falls—and use some 180
8 of water communication ; but that is
Dot what hag been done. I will not refer to
the Fort Francis Lock to-day except inci-
dcni:ally. An all-rail route has been select-
ed for the Pacific Railway from the Ka-
Ministiquia to the Red River through a
hopelessly irreclamable howling wilder-
Dess, where there is no population and
Where there can never be any, or any
tra,ﬁ?c That is the country through which
 railway 420 miles in length is being
built by the Dominion. "Have we the
Means to construct it ? Not content with
domg that, the Government have located
® line for - 150 or 200 miles
West of the Red River through the very
Worst part of the country which, from all
€ lnformation I could get, is altogether
\Indesirable, if not entirely unfit for sst-
tl_ement-. If the instractions of the en-
8neer of the Pacific railway when he
wvent out to locate that line from Lake
uperior to the parrows of Lake Manitoba.
Deen to run it where it would be im-
Possible for the people in the settled part
of the country to make use of it, he could
?Ot have carried out the instructions more
ully than has been done. The road has
" D carried away from the settled por-
610118 of Manitoba, and from the country
¢ for settlement. What will be the effect
of that location if it1s carried out 3 It will
“Ignd to divert the whole trade of the
orth-West away from this country which
S“ to pay for the railway, to the United
tates. “The railway as at present locat-
th;P{ﬁSes atthe narrows of Lake Manitoba,
¢ 15, North of Lake Manitoba and South
ot Lake Winnipegoosis, where it can never
of any benefit to the people of Mani-
P If this country has the means to
Wild the railway — I think it has not—
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the line should have been located as far
south as possible so as to cut off all the
trade we could from the United States and
gecure it to our own railway and to our
own markets. As it is now, all the trade
of that country will be diverted from
Canada to the United States, and the
railways that we now hear  projected
and to be subsidized with land, rail-
ways running from near the boun-
dary to the Pacitic Railway, will be
50 many feeders for the American lines in-
stead of our Pacific Railway. The trade
of that country is small now, and will be
small for years to come. KEmigration is
checked, and even though it were not, the
new population would consume the sur-
plus of the country for years, as was the
case in the Western States and in every
new country. For many years there will
be a comparatively small surplus, wholly
inadequate to support the all rail line
which is being constructed. It will be re-
membered this House last Session recom-
mended that a survey south of Lake Mani-
toba should be made. I believe a survey
has been made, but I am not aware what
the report is, but if the present line is ad-
hered to—and hearing of the projected
lateral lines I am inclined to think it will
be—I believe it will be a great misfortune
to the country. The two ends of the sec-
tion of the raillway between Lake Superior
and the Red River are beingbuilt, 114 miles
running west from Lake Superior-and 114
miles running east from Selkirk on the
Red River, leaving a gap of about 190
miles not yet pliced under contract, and
not located, so far as I know. 1 saw
in the yress a few days ago, an article con-
gratulating the country on the opening of

about 30 miles ot the railway
from Red River. Why,  that
piece of road was opened simply

to enable the contractor of Sectron 15 to
gsend in his supplies. There will be no
traffic on that piece of road. There
ace no people in there, mnot even
Indiuns. There will not be a bushel
of potatoes carried over that road
until it is opened to Rat Portage,
except what is taken in as supplies for the
laborers on Section 15. There will be no
traffic en the Lake Superior end either,
until it and the western section meet, and
when they do meet, and the line is com-
pleted, it will traverse but a hopeless bar-
ren wilderness. I repeat here, that, until



