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The Address--Mr. Mackenzie King

My h-on. friend alse very knd!ly made
reference te the speeches deilivered by the
mýover and the seconder of the address, my
friends and colleagues in my party, the hion.
member for St. Boniifaee (Mr. Viau) andI
the hon. member for QueenÂs;-Lunenburg (Mr.
Winters). I should. like te join my congratu-
lations very warmly to those of the leader of
the opposition. The mnover andI the seconder
with the aoouistomed mnodesty of yo'ung ansd
new members credited their selection as being
a compliment te their constituencies. I may
say I think the constituencies may fel cern-
plimented by the mianner in which they were
represented ini the speeches whicha were matie
by their representatives ini this house. The
hon. mnembers corne not onily from twocf the
very important. but two, of the historie regions
of Canada. At tho moment; time does not
p&mit me to speak cf St. Bonuiface and its
relation to the development of the Cana-
dian west, or of Q.ueens-Lunenburg aud its
a.mâciation with the development of 'the
maritimes, andi the place which eaich of those
constituencies holds to-day i the industrial
and commercial life *of our country. But
I should like te say that there were other
reaçons as wel1 which caused -my colleagues
andi myself to fool thýat we would wish to
have these two members, in particular, address
the bouse at the be-ginning of th-is debate.
They axe amiong the younger men who came
mnto parliament for the first time -after the
last electionts. I should, think that for th-at
reason alone we as their colleaguos ini this
house have reason te be prouti of the
addition which bas been muade to the debat-
mng strength of the bouse by their presonce
here. But ýthey are also veterans of the
great war. May I say that natýu.ray the
people of Canada wouJd wish to have as
those first te participate ini a great debate,
members of parliarent who have taken their
part in the servi-ce of their ceuntry as mem-
bers of the armied forces.

In recent years botb of the bon. member's
have also taken an active part in the public
service of Canada. In different ways they have
been publie servants holding trusteýd positions,
andi have filloti theru in n manner that was
most creditable to tbemselves. These are
but so'me cf the reasons wbich caused 'me
te extenti the invitation whicb I did. May I
repeat bow pleased ahl their colleagues were
at the manner in which they addressed the
houe. 1 think I may asseciate members of
aIl parties in the congratulations whicb I now
extend to them.

There was just eue tbing, perhaps, that I
f ound a littie ernbarrassing in their reinarks;
it wvas the extrernely generous way in wbich
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they refearred to myseif and my leadership of
the party. I bave ne doubt that that will
be offset before very long by something frqm
the other side wbich may help te adjust the
balance; but I should like te say that if I
have 'been spared tÉrougb rnany years te bolti
the position I have it is due above ahi hl.se te
those who I have had immediately around me
as rýy colleagues in the cabinet and, other
members in the lieuse of Commons in the
party te which 1 beleng. In enunciating
Liberal policies I have sougbt as best I could
te give expression te what I believeci te be
the views of the Liberal party in Canada.
Through the years tbat I have beld my
present position I have been extremely
fortunate in baving about me colloagues
second te noue any prime minister has
ever had in bis cabinet or as loyal f ellowers
in parliament.

I corne uow te my hion. friend's address of
this afternoon. Hero mnay I note at the
eutset wbat be bas said, and rightly said,
about what may be saiti in a debate on the
speech froru the tbrone. My hion. frienti
intirnateti thaýt, after all, the debate on the
speech from tbe tbrone is partly formai pro-
cedure for the purpese of opening parliament
and therefore should be made brief in order
that the bouse rnay get down te business~
the business about wbich be said a good deal
Vhs afternoon-and net lose tee mucli time.
lHe did net set us the best example in the
matter of sbortening the debate. May 1 say
that I arn ready te join with bini anti the
ether leaders irnmediately in seeking te werk
eut an agreernent as teo sborteuing tbe length
of the present debate. 1 Vbink it is desirable
that the debate on the addross shoulti be
briof; but may I point eut that when it
cernes te rnaking these arrangements it is
net ahways as easy te bring about the resuit
as it is te tell others wbat sheuld be denie.
If there were only my bion. friend and rnyself,
tbe twe of us, or myseif and any one of the
other Vwe leaders, we couiti I tbink cerne to an
agreernent; but whero there are one, twe or
tliree leaders of the opposition, net te mention
one or two ethers who feel they have a sert
of right te lead as welh, it is very difficuit
te get an agreement by wbich ahl parties wilh
ho bound. 'Hewever, I do hope we rnay corne
te §ome agreernent at once in regard te the
lengtb of this -debate.

Thon, witb respect te the rules of the bouse,
of wbicb my hion. frienti bas speken, rnay I
say that the goverement intenti to recemrnend
the reappointment of 'the cernrittee on the
rules of the bouse. I hope and pray that the
comnittee rnay get dewn te work immediately
and that it may be able te present te parlia-
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