
COMMONS
War Appropria tion-Labour

brought ta my attention many facts and proves
eonciusively that there is a great deal of dis-
satisfaction.

1 myself arn one of those who feel very
strongiy the need for the care of smail chiidren.
We are lauding the place of women in our war
effort, but unless we realize the penalty which
many wornen have to pay for taking a job and
at tbe same time being responsible for the
care of their cbiidren, we are flot really giving
wamen an apportunity ta take up ta the
maximum their share of respansibility.

When he was speaking an Wedncsday, Jane
23, tbe minister paid a fine tribute ta the
women of Canada. He is reparted ta have
said, at page 3941 of Hansard:

If I had unlimited time I would amaze this
bouse by recjting the occupations in whicb
wom en are now emplayed. I will simply men-
tian that they are now emplaycd in sawrnill
operatiaus, in the deiivery af ice, in surface
aperations at tbe Internatianal Nickel Cam-
pany's mines, and we are ta use tbema at surface
work in aur coal mines.

And again he said:
Far the mather wha must go out ta wark,

the care ef ber chiidren is a vital and often
distressing prablern. lier peace of mind requires
assurance that the smallest cbildren are in safe
bands tbrougliout tbe day and that the aider
enes have supervision after scbooi bours. Oniy
then can she give ber mind fully ta the jab
in hand.

The knawiedge I have of children's day
nurseries extends only ta the twa iargest
chties, Toronto and Mantreal. The joint
dominion-provincial seheme, althougli it may
bave appeared ta the gavernment ta be the
best, is 1 tbink the cause of sarne unnecessary
deiay in the setting up of these nurseries.
There appears ta be deiay when the board
in the city of Toranto bas applied for certain
buildings in connectian with day nurseries,
because the provincial government then bas
ta apply ta the dominion governmenýt and
tirne elapses before anything is really done.
It is an astounding thing tbat in a city the
size of Toronto, where we have so many
tbousands of wamen workers, we are actually
taking care of anly roughly 280 children of
pre-sehool age. The reasan why the gavern-
ment bas not macle further progress is that
tbe wbale question of creches and day
nurseries is regarded as a ternporary measure,
rnerely sornething ta fulfil the needs of war
tirne. In my opinion this is an incorrect
prermise upon which ta buiid a scheme of
this kind. The emancipatian of wornen as
wage-earners bas came ta stay. It is flot
just a ternporary war measure. I feel I arn
speaking the views of every Canadian woman
when I say that the wornen of Canada do
not want, after the war is over, any sugges-
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tion that the only place fit for thern is the
home. The aid slogan which was trotted out
before the women af Gerrnany, that the anly
things that they were fit for were kirchen,
kuchen, kindera, is not applicable ta the
wornen of a democracy, and wornen will not
be content ta work only within the limita
of their homes. They realize that tbe fullest
and widest extension of dernocracy is neces-
sary that they shall be able ta take their
place in full equality with mon in the whole
social and econarnie structure of tbis country.

The day nurseries which have been started
during the war were started, of course, as
a war-tirne ernergency, but the need for day
nurseries was foît long hefore the war started
and wilI continue and grow after the war is
over. Arnong the low incarne graups, mothers
have for a good many years boon forced ta
work, and the need they have for care of
their ýchildren lias aiways been great. The
first years of a chiid's lifo are the anes in
which the child needs the best cara and the
rnast caroful training. The years ieading up
ta schooi age are those in which habits are
forrned. But in rnany homes, arnong the
poorer working people, tbe mothers have been
overburdened with housework as well as the
work thoy have done outside their homes ta,
earn a living, and it bas been a terrible
thing for the chiidren that these mothers
have nat been able ta dovoto the time they
should have devoted ta the care and training
of the pre-sehoal age children.

Among the higher incarne groups, too, I
wauld say that there bas also been a need,
and stili is and always will be, for nurseries
ta, take care of children. In the higher incarne
groups we find not sa, rany children ta a
farnily, but I think it would he quite correct
ta say that sarne of the mothers in the bigber
incarne groups do not have any better knowl-
edge or understanding of child training and
child psychiology than the mothers in the
lower incarne groups. Sornetimes the eidren
in those homes where there is a hetter incarne
are petted toa rnuch and given an exagger-
ated sense of their own imnportance. They
are not trained in social habits. Children
wbo have suffered frorn a lack of training in
their very early years, when they grow up
ta aduit life and take their place in saciety,
often becorne known, for want of a better
term, as "rugged individualists". There are
too many of this type in aur saciety to-day.
They are the cause of rnany of aur social
ilis. The present generation of "rugged
individuaiists" wiil die off sooner or later,
and we do not want ta raise another genera-
tion of this type in Canada. I would say
that the pre-sehool nursery is the answer.


