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cising their legal privileges. or that our ilag Sir JOHN THOMPSON. By the British
should be subject to insult and humiliation, Parlinient aloie. The contrary view was
as has been the case in the past. I am not hlcid. tu some extent, on the part of the
avare of the precise legal mode in which United States ; how far by their Government
these regulations should be given effect to. I cannot say, but by one of the arbitrators, I
That, no doubt. lias been considered by the see. the view lias been put forward in a dis-
Minister of Justice and his colleagues. But, senting opinion, that the regulations have
1 think it would be a very great misfortune force and validity fron the tine of their
if a fresh crop of denands should spring up annouimement by the arbitrators. But the
in consequence of such action as the Ameri- view is not only held by Her Ma.jesty's Gov-
can press intimates is intended to be taken ernmnent that a statute of the Imperial Par-
by t heir cruisers. And I am sure the Ameri- liament would be necessary under the cir-
ean Governument would object to making com- cumstances, but that view lias been coin-
pensation whether these regulations had legal municated to the Government at Washing-
effect or not, and. on the other hanud, it ton ; so iliat they are well informed that the
would be very discreditable and humiliating opinion of the British Government is that
for Canada or Great Britain to compensate flie regulations are not in force and cannot
tleir people under the circunstances. Wiile be enforced without fthe assent of the Im-
I an ou the subject, I may say that, if it be peri:d Parliamnent. As regards the pro-
correet, as stated publicly by the United cedure which mnay be adopted, the ques-
States press, that from this time out the tion was discussed before the tribunal,
Uinited States are going to shepherd the and it was decided that that should be
annual migration of these seals along our left to be provided by the statute which
coast and to take upon thenselves the en should be passed with regard to the whole
forcement of these regulations, it appears to subjeet. It would have been difficult, of
me, Sir, that there should be an intimation course, for the international tribunal to ar-
given to the British Governnent, which! rive -at an exact knowledge of the proce-
naintains a squadron on the Pacific, that dure which iight be proper in order to
the Yankee cruisers may be accompanied by g ive full effeet to the regulations of the tri-
a British force to see fair play. Also, I bunal. But we have no doubt, and we have
will take the opportunity to inqire whether made representations to that effect, that
any arrangement lias been made, forimally the principles which have hitherto prevailed
or informally. with the American Govern- with regard to that subject, should prevail
ment whereby disputes arising through these still.
regulations may be subnitted to a joint court, Mr. EDGAR. The modus vivendi4?
which Ithink it would be an expedient thiug to
do. I think some of our friends from British Sir JOHN THOMPSON. es, in ths re-
Columbia might be able to tell us what the spect, that w-hen the regulations are made

position of mnatters is there, or whethîer statutory, the procedure against British sub-

there is any considerable risk of British jecis or vessels shall be iu British courts, and
Columnbia sealers being caught on the pre- the procedure against United States vessels or

sent occasion. We would like to hear froim persons, shall be in the courts of the United
them ; we have not heard anything of their States. A draft Billlias been prepared for

views on this subject. At any rate, I would introduction to the Parhiaent of Great
liike to know froim the Goverument what Britain withx the view of givimg effect to the

hie precise position of the case is, whether regulations. The Canadiain Government have

thlese regulations have been enfored. or been consulted on the teris of that Bill,
% hat steps require to be taken to enforce andi have expressed their views with regard
them, and whether it is their intention. or to it ; it nay be that this time it has al-

so far as tbey know, the intention of the ready been introduced, because the last we
British Goverunient, to take action. heard of it was that it vould be intro-

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Iu repiy tohe iduced very soon. I do not credit for a

lion. gente an's question I have tsay t that moment, the statement that the. United
hon. gentlan's quetone Ifhave to saytht States Governnient will attemnpt by aheregulations have no,, force or validity fcto esl rohrie to enforcefleet of vessels or otherwise, h noc
against British subjects until a statute has'the regulations of the Paris tribunal. I
been passed by the Imperial Parliament. No am surethat if any project is conteinplated
doubt the obligation of Great Britain under of se ot vesselsjit wi bemforathe
the last treaty on the subject, pledges her upofsending out vessels, h will ie for the
te adopt flic legisiation which wil l e neces-; purpose cf seemng that the riglits wluch the
toy at the leglations fic ai befneet- United States possess, irrespective of the
sary to give the regulations force -and eff ; .indings of te tribunal, willbe observed,

bu h ierai held by Her v- and that the regulations will be enforced
je.st3-s (4u'vernrneitnt lil y hs -ijesty's Governenand b s thel byals G enly when they have validity ; and that

undoubtedly, that a statutory if anythin:: is contemplated on the partvision is necessary by the Imperial Parlia the Uited States Goverment,
ment to givo the regulations any force or ithe enforcement against citizens of
effect whatever over Brltish subjets. the Uited States et the laws which

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Statutory Congress lhas passed or mîay pass, with
regulations by the British Governent alone, regard to seals. We have hadi no in-
or concurrently by ours ? timnation te thiat effect, but undoubtedly if,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHIT.


