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Quebec and Montreal, the river police
and the pilotage perhaps, but he was
not so sure of the latter; and the hon.
gentleman disputed that it affected the
revenue in any way. Now, the hon,
gentleman admitted that it affected
the revenue, but asked how much? He
could easily ascertain that. If he rve-
ferred to the Merchant Shipping Act,
he would not find it exactly as he
described it.  He believed that, in the
rereasurement of ships, the owners
had a right to select whether they
would have deck tonnage measure for
the purpose of taking deck cargo or
not.

Mga. SMITH: The hon. gentleman
is quite wrong.

Mg. MITCHELL said he might be
wrong, but he contended that, if a
Minister came here with a proposed
alteration of the law, he should be
prepared to explain exactly what the
alteration was. The hon. gentleman
could not deny now that the change
would affect the revenue.

Mr. SMITH: We never collected
anything at all under the Merchant
Shipping Act of 1876.

Mr. MITCHELL said that if they
Dad allowed the Act to remain a dead-

[COMMONS.)

letter, sn» much the worse. He was
surprised to hear this. It was
a matter with which he should

not have thought of charging the hon.
gentleman. It was his first duty to
have put this Act into force, and to
have collected the revenue. It was
evident to everyone that this Act was
going to lessen the amount of revenue
which was likely to be ecollected
through the change in the measure-
ment, and he thought the hon Minister
should have asked his deputy to make
an approximate estimate of the differ-
ence s0 that the House would have
some information to go upon.

Mr SMITH: He has somecthing
else to do.

Ma. MITCHELL said he contended
that it was the duty of the Depart-
ment to furnish the House with such
information. and not to tell them that

the alteration did not affect the re-
venue, and then practically admit that
it did. :

Me. MircueLy,

Amendment Bill.

Mr. PALMER said he was sorry to
differ from his hon. friend (Mr. Mit-
chell), but he believed this to be a
move in the right direction.

Mgr. MITCHELL: I say
move in the right direction :
do we differ.

Several Hyx. MEMBERS : Order.

Mr. PALMER said it strnck him
that the adoption of this Imperial
lexislation was what they wanted in
this country, and he waa glad the Gov-
ernment had shown some attention to
it in reference to this matter. They
could make the dues and the measure-
ment in any way they liked, and he
could see no practical interforence with
the rights of the ship-owners.

Mr. MITCHELL said he wished to
correct his hon, friend (Mr. Palmer).
It had Dbeen said that they had
to send down uan officer to mea-
sure the ship every time the
vessel was loaded, to seo what the
duty was. This was not the fact. The
officer did not go down for that pur-
pose, but to sec that the vessel had
not more deck load than the law per-
mitted, He (Mr. Mitchell) had stated
that he, approved of the resolution
brought forward the other day in refer-
ence to this, and he still contended that
the House had a right to know how,
and to what extent, the change would
affect the trust funds. The Merchan:
Shipping Act, section 23, laid down :

“If any ship, British or foreign, other than
home-trade ships, as detined by the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1854, carries as deck cargo,
that i3 to say, in any uncovered space upon
deck, or in any covered apace not includet
in the cubical contents forming the ship’s
registered tonnage, timber, stores or other
goods, all dues payable on the ship's tonnage
shall be pavable as if there were added
the ship's registered tonnage the tonnage of
the space occupied by such goods at the time
such dues became payable. The space #o0
occupied shall be deemed to be the space
limited by the area occupied by the goods,
and by straight liner enclosing a rectangular
apace sufficient to include the goods. The
tonnage of such space shall be ascertained
by an officer of tﬁe Board of Trade or of
Customns, in manner directed by sub-section
tour of section twenty-one of the Merchant
Slxi*)pis:g Act, 18564, and when no ascertained
shall be entered by him in the shipe official
log hook, and also in & mwemorand um, which
he shall deliver to the master, snd the master

it i3 a
wherein

- shull, wheu the said dues are demsanded,



