
Mr . President ,

May I join my colleagues in congratulating you on
your election to the high office you now hold . You, sir, are
even newer in your job than I am in mine . But with your long
experience in this Assembly we are confident that you will be
fully able to fulfil the heavy responsibilities you have
assur .ed .

Although I am a newcomer to this Assembly,I have been
one of its close observers for many years . I have always been
an unswerving supporter of the United Nations, of the ideals
expressed in its Charter, and of the constructive role it has
played in the development of the international community .
There are many successes of which all of us, as members of the
United Nations, may be justly proud . The timely intervention
of United Nations peacekeeping forces has so often brought
quiet to a troubled area . Through resolutions and the great
conferences of the 1970's we have identified crucial problems
and devised plans of concerted action for solving them . As
a specific example, the complex, painstaking negotiations on
the law of the sea now have reached a point where, with one
last effort of mutual will, we shall have an agreement of
extraordinary significance to us all . Yes, the history of the
United Nations has proved how useful, indeed how essential, it
can be in the world's affairs .

In the recent past, however, I have become increasingly
concerned by the path this body has taken . I see it as my
responsibility - speaking for Canada as I now do for the first
time in this chamber - to tell you frankly what it is that
troubles Canadians about recent developments in the conduct of
international relations .

The United Nations today is in serious jeopardy of
becoming irrelevant to the peoples of the world . Somehow ,
in dealing with the many difficult issues that have come before
this forum over the years, we have lost sight of the very purpose
of this organization . We have lost our grasp of the huma n
needs that the United Nations was established to help fill, and
of the human rights that it is meant to protect .

Too often, sir, the purpose and content of debate
is devoted to the interests and aspirations of governments
and politicians, not of the peoples they represent . Too
often the energies and skills of delegations are devoted to
the goal of political advantage, not of human betterment .

As politicans, we know how important it is to choose
carefully the means and even the very words we use to promote
the goals that we want to promote . But we also know that in
doing so we must never lose sight of the genuine best interests
of our people . The minute we lose sight of this we are no
longer doing our job .
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