
AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT 0F CANADA

AND

TU1E GOVERNMENT 0F THE UNTTE STATES 0F AMRWCA

FOR COOPERATION IN THE EX4hAMIAON 0F REFUGEE STATUS

CLAIMS FROM NATIONALS 0F THIRD COUNTRIES

THE GOVERNMENT 0F CANADA AND THE GOVERNMENT 0F TE
UNITED STATES*0F AMERICA (hereinafter referred to as "the Parties"),,

CONSIDERING that Canada is a party ta the 1951 Convention relating to the
Statua of Refugees, donc at Gcncva, l> 28, 1951 (the "Convention") and the
Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, donc at New York, Januar>' 31, 1967 (the
Protocol-), that flic United States ie a Party ta thxe Protocol, and reaffirming their

obligation-ta prov"d protection for refLigees on their territor>' in accordancc with these
instumnents;

ACKNOWLEDGING in particular flhc international legal obligations of flic
Parties under flhc priile of non-refoulement set forth in flic Convention and Protocol,
as weIl as flic Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumani or Degrading
Treatmcnt or Punishment, donc at New York, December 10, 1984 (flhc "Torture
Convention") and reaffrming lmheir ta obligations to promote and protcct hunian
riglits and famdamental freedoms.

RECOGNIZING -and respecting the obligations of each Part>' under its
immigration laws and policies;

EMPRASIZING that flic United States and Canada offer gencrous systenis of
refugee protection, recallig bath coauis traditions of assistance ta refugees and
displaccd. persons abroad, consistent wlth thic principles of international solidarit>' that
underpin the international rcfugcc protection system, and committed to flic notion thm
cooperation and burden-sharng with respect ta refugec statue claimants cen bc
enbanced;

DESURIG ta uphold asyluni as an indispensable instrument of the
international pratection of refugeet, and meslved ta strengthen the integrit>' of that
institution and the public support on wliicl it depcnds;

NOTING that refuge statu claimants nia>'arrive at the Canadian or United
States land border directly front the allier Party's territor whcre th.>' coulti have found
effective protection;

CONVINCED, in keeping with advice from the United Nations Higli
Conimissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its lexecutive Committee, that agreements
among states nia> enhanice the international protection of refugece b>' promotiug flic-
orderly handling of asyluni applications b>' th. responsible part>' and the principlle of
burden-sharing;


