
Promote the widening of basic and secondary education services with training orientation, 
mainly in Regions with high percentages of indigenous populations, through greater support 
from Governments and international cooperation, at the request of interested Governments, 
so that indigenous and non-indigenous populations have the opportunity to receive technical 
training and contribute to the development of their countries. To the extent possible, the 
training areas which are implemented parallel to educational processes should respond to the 
needs of the Region and to productive strategies. 

—In cooperation with regional organizations, development institutions and NG0s, actively 
support and promote capacity building activities and productive projects, including 
agriculture, handicrafts, small trade and industry and marketing. To the extent possible, 
these should be guided and administered by indigenous populations. 

—Facilitate the organization of round-tables at the national and hemispheric level, in 
partnership with indigenous populations, with a view to promoting greater understanding of 
and cooperation in the areas of education and health, with a particular emphasis on women 
and children. Governments will also promote research initiatives on the relationship between 
indigenous population, poverty and development. 

—Proceed with inter-govenunental examination within the Organization of American States 
(OAS) framework of the "Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples" prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, with a view toward 
the possible adoption of a Declaration. 

Hunger and Malnutrition 

Governments will: 

—Give the highest priority to reducing infant malnutrition, concentrating efforts on health, 
nutrition and education programs for the nutrition of infants, particularly those less than 
three, as those are the years of greatest vulnerability. To that end, emphasis shall be given to 
adequate nutrition and the correction of specific nutritional deficiencies, specifically with 
vitamin and mineral supplements combined with greater use of vaccinations and 
inununizations and monitoring during the growth of the child. 

—Give high priority to the nutritional and caloric needs of women before and during 
pregnancy and while they are breast-fe,eding. Governments therefore will promote 
breast-feeding as an important source of nutrition for babies. The nutritional needs of other 
high risk groups such as the elderly and the disabled will also be addressed. 

—Continue, as far as possible, with the dialogue begun at the Inter-American Conference on 
Hunger, held in Buenos Aires in October 1996, and they will explore the application, in their 
respective jurisdictions of the measures suggested there, in particular the creation of 
alliances with the private sector to fight hunger and malnutrition, the creation of food 
bank networlcs with volunteer participation and the creation of an Honorary Council 
dedicated to fostering activities to reach Surrunit objectives in this area. 


