
of goodwill in Cyprus who wish to promote a negotiated settlement: escaping the unnecessary
debate about federation and confederation, and the need for a bold step to break the long-
standing deadlock.

Professor Watts presented in great detail, at both meetings, the variations, hybrids and
complexities of various federal arrangements in the world (and in history). Do flot, he urged, get
hung up ini the false debates about "federation" and "confederation", the "tyranny of
terminology". As Canadians well know, federal arrangements of "living togther" are the tools to
implement the political will and public desire to accominodate diversity in society.

Rhat accommodation must include majority-minority relations that are based on a majority's
willingness to recognize minority dlaims as reasonable, even when those dlaims are flot in the
interests of the majority. This is key to understanding the success of diverse societies like Canada
(where, for example, the federal Prime Minister bas come from Quebec, with 24 per cent of the
population, for 32 of the past 34 years and where there are times when nearly all of the highest
posts of state are occupied by "minority" French-speaking Canadians: Govemnor General, Prime
Minister, Speakers of Parliament, Chief of Defence Staff, Justices of the Supreme Court). The
leadership of the Greek mai ority in Cyprus must, at some point, recognize the inherent
reasonableness of the Turkish Cypriot view that they, as a minority, cannot accept a solution that
would leave them trapped in a permanent minority situation in aIl affairs, all the time. Whether


