
Conclusion
In this paper, 1 have argued that the literature criticizing the ability of NGOs to promote

their values while simultaneously accepting govermnent funding is limnited in three respects.

First, several of the assumptions are empirically inaccurate in the Canadian case; second, somne of

the policy prescriptions offered are neither theoretically nor practically constructive; and finally,

the critiques of the donor-NGO relationship are based on a comparison with an idealistic

conception of NGOs that is increasingly being undermined by their competition for private and

public sources of funding. 1 have proposed that this normative bias can bc remedied through

reconceptualising publicly funded NGOs as being value-oriented public service contractors

(Korten 1990).
The advantages of further developing the concept of publicly ftmded NOOs as PSCs are

threefold. First, it is more accurate empi ri cally and allows analysts to, study current trends -

such as the increase in number of NGOs, their competition for limited resources, and their

concemn with New Policy Agenda themes like cost-effectiveness and efficiency - without being

judgmental or dismissive. Second, as an explanatory tool, the concept of PSCs can be used to


