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Initiatives on Arms Control
Arms contrai has always been an

integrai part of the Aliiance's security
paiicy and of its overali approach ta
East-West relations, firmly embedded
in the broader politicai context in
which we seek the improvement of
those relations.

The allies have consistentiy taken the
Iead in cleveloping the conceptual foun-
dations for arms contraI, identifylng
areas in which the negotiatlng partnerS
share an interest in achieving a mutually
satisfactory resuit while safeguardlng the
legitimate security interests of ail.

HIgh Level Task Force
to examine troop
reductions

Historlc progress has been made in
recent years, and we now see prospects
for further substantiai advances. in aur
determîned effort ta reduce the exces-
sive welght of the miiitary factor in the
EaSt-West relatianship and increasingly
ta replace confrontation by cooperatian,
we can now exploit fuliy the potentiai of
arms Control as an agent of change.

We challenge the members of the
Warsaw Treaty Organization ta join us in
accelerating efforts ta sign and impie-
ment an agreement which wili enhance
securlty and stabillty in Europe by
reducing conventional armed forces. To
Seize the unique opportunity at hand, we
lntend ta present a proposai that wiii
amnplify and expand an the position we
tabiecj at the opening of the CFE negoti-
ations on 9th March.(*> We wiil

questions on artillery pieces rei
ta be resalved:

- expand aur current propo~
include reductians by each sidi
ceilings at the level 15 percent
Current Alliance holdings of hel
and of ail lancl-based combat a
the Atiantic-to-the-U rais zone, v
withdrawn equlpment ta be de~
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main Toward an
Enhanced Partnership

sal ta As the Alliance enters its fifth decade,
e ta equai we wili meet the challenge of shaping
beiaw aur relationship in a way which cor-

icapters responds ta the new political and eco-
ircraft in nomic realities of the 1 990s. As we do
~ith ail the s0, we recognize that the basis of aur
stroyed; securlty and prosperity - and of aur

in cmbathapes for better East-West relations - is
incombat and will continue ta be the close cohle-
fet and a between the countries of Europe
stie and of North America, bourid together
stted by their comman values and democratic

pie institutians as much as by their shared
-1 security interests.
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