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subjects. No charter binds 'ué together; in the Ocmmnwealth, we follow
no comwon flag; apart fram the Secretariat, we do not suppor_t a large
executive machine. And yet the thing works. If this sounds like a vote
of confidence for the odrmmalth, then I can assu.re. you. it is. The
Cammonwealth in its \;ay reflects some of Canada's own characteristics -
diversity in climate, peoples and traditions, of prosperous and less
prosperous areu It is perhaps because of this parallel, the fact that
wuﬁ\ildi\ntsitymtavambaﬂs, the fact that we can talk .,
frankly to ons another, ﬂat\einCamdaéresodaeplyatfadndmthe
Comsonwealth and the role it plays in the vbrld. As our former Secretary
of suwﬁormmumrs mmmmlwm Society in ’
Toronto in 1974, -ug:ort for the Oam\omealth remains a central eletent
mmmmpolmy It remains so. o
_ mtiftheammmealthlstocontmuetohaverealneanmg
for all xts members; it must touch people at all levels. As PrJ.me
Minister Trudeau said at the 1973 Heads of Goverrment. meeting, "ﬁe ane': '
omcemedwithﬂledmtyof individual human beings and themprovezmnt
ofttmlotofordhnxyma:ﬂmnen If we forget that message, if we
ceage applying it with patience evezy'day, then associations such as the
Comorwealth lose their relevance and turn'into rather expensive talking
‘shope.  Gbvicualy talking is important as it pemmits a fruitful exchange
of ideas, however at the same time, wemsfbe-‘doers, wmstmkeuﬁximm
use of the machinery created within the Commonwealth to fulfil the |
aspiratimofalrpaople. 'mislnsbeeﬂmoogniudbyﬁendsofmvermt
mmmﬂem@nﬂmofﬂemleadﬂnmeasedw@oof



