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'n'hmigration trends examîned

The federal government will admit be-
tw'eefl 130,000 and 140,000 immigrants
during 1981 as outlined in the Annual
R~eport to Parliament on Immigration
Leve&

ln1 the report, prepared by Emply
fetand Immigration Canada, immigra-

tiOfl trends during the last ten years are

FI""" Of immigrants
O~f the four million newcomers to Canada
Silice the end of the Second World War,
Onle.afldahalf million arrived during the
8Seventies. During that decade, annual
lvels fuctuated widely, influenced by

e c~ ad social conditions ini Canada
ýnId abroad and by changes in Canadian

" 'fiton law and policy. ArrivaIsPeakec1 in~ 197, when about 218,000 im-
~11iants Were admitted. A dedline which
bega,, in 1975 led to a gross intake of

frU 8 in 1978, and with emigration
rltjanada assumed to be 75,000 a year,

ab IiIugration in that year was oiily"'11)000. Smnce 1978, there lias been
%erate uptumn: in 1979, there was a

27 In1take of 112,000 (including some
gr1Sorefugees); in 1980, 135,000 immi*-

,,nýWere expected (including 40,000
fl"gees).,

bu .o rigin
'19 the Seventies, Europe, Africa and

ac adthe Western Hemiîsphere each
ted for about a third of the

be, oveMent. This distribution has

ind , athoug immigration flows from
Ch<~a countries have varied because

afe gS in labour market needs which
ad et he abilt of groups to qualify for
theOn te circumstances, such as

War ini Lebanon and the refugee
Callse 1n outheast Asia, have also

l~arations. These shifts also reflect
Ger the immigration regulations
. t ast two decades. Since 1967,
Igair selection criteria have beenrs an1 non-discriminatory with
e% to race, national or ethnic origin,

UTrihgion and sex.

'te ~~Imgat
11 cor1Po)sition of the immigration

tib changes according to several
*rae s The independent category in-

O'r declines according to labour-

market demand; the flow of refugees
varies according to circumstances abroad
and to Canada's responses to these cir-
cumstances. The family class is less affect-
ed by extemnal conditions. It tends to
expand shortly after peuiods of high inde-
pendent class intake as dependents join
family members who have become estab-
lished. As a proportion of total intake,
the family class is higlier during pro-
longed periods of low immigration
because it maintains a relatively stable
volume. Thus it now occupies a propor-
tionally larger share of the total intake
owing to the shrinking of the indepen-
dent movement over the past few years in
response to dimninshing labour-market
needs.

Independent immigrants are selected
according to criteria which stress occupa-
tional skills and experience needed ini the
Canadian labour market. They are admit-
ted to Canada without the sponsorship or
assistance of relatives already here. The
independent category was predominant
during the years 1965-75. Since 1967,
however - when this category accounted
for two-thirds of ail landings - it lias
declined, and the rate of its decline
increased between 1974 and 1980.
During the last two years for which
complete statistics are available (1.978
and 1979), independent landings num-
bered only 19,000 and 26,000 respec-
tively, or about a quarter of the total
landings in each of those years.

Family reunification
The family class intake reflects the im-
portance of family reunification as an
objective of Canada's immigration policy.
Family class immigrants are not assessed

.immigrants toaa>'.

immigrant amnvlngat the turn of/century.
according to the labour-market provisions
of the selection criteria, but must of
course meet health and security require-
ments. The number of these arrivaIs is
determined by the number of relatives
resident in Canada who submit agree-
ments to sponsor and support family
members. The family class is now the pre-
dominant part of the immigration move-
ment, and has been so since 1976. Between
1970 and 1975, imnmigrants in the family
class increased from 32,000 to 64,000, or
from 22 to 34 per cent of the total
Family class arrivais were just under
47,000 in 1979, which was 42 per cent of
the total intake for that year.

Assisted relatives are immigrants who
have relatives in Canada willing to help
them become established here. Th-cir
applications are assessed in part against
labour-mnarket selection criteria, but the
help they wiil receive from relatives in
Canada is also taken into account. The
assisted relatives category was formnerly
the nomninated class, established in 1967
and reflected for the first time in 1968
immigration statistics. Thi-s category was
fairly stable during the years 1969-77,
accounting for a low of about 24 per cent
of total immigration ini 1979 and a bigh
of 26 per cent in 1976. By 1979, however,
assisted relatives accounted for only 10
per cent of the movement. This decline
is attributable to a shift of part of the
former nominated class into the fanxily
class after the introduction of the 1978
regulations. Moreover, some of those
who might otherwlse enter as ssisted
relatives qualify as independent immi-
grants because tliey are now first screen-
ed on that basis.
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