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How the Housing Problem Has Been Solved in An
Amnerican City

BY Dr. W. J. DONALD, Secretary Niagara Falls (N. Y.)
Chamber of* Commerce.

Dr Donald who îe no stranger to Our readers as more
thati one article from hie pen have appeared jn these col-
urne, was until recently Profeseor of Economios in Me-
Master Univereityv Toronto, and the following article je
written for the benefit of those Canadian communities that
have yet te solve their housing problems.

American and Canadian cities mnight Weil be elassified as
foliows:

a. Cities so dead that they have no housing problem.
b. Cities so dead that they don't know that they havýe

a housing problem.-
c.Cities that are doing nothing to molve the problemn

of which t1hey are aware.
d. Cities that are pinning their faith on one 'pla of

solution,
e.Cities that are studying the question and. ex-

»eri'nentiner wlth more than one Plan.
Tt Is in the latter class that Niagara Falls belonge. AI-

readv two hundred and five Government bouses have been
co'-structed andi are actuIA]lY Occuied, and a balf mijiion
dollar mortwzaLe coi-norration has been establishei 'andi a
housing survey csgrefuilly Prenareti.

TI,. Decade Old Problpm.
The. Wartlme holisinoe shonrtipýe gave more than one

ro'viinntv it.9 fit-st Irs1it ilito the relation of boilqlnm
to labo-, si,,-Iv. l9bo, tur"o-'er and I-tdustrial proiýress
gpnieaflv. Th- osio rinestio, beLwan to lie recopgni7ed
as a', eco-o'nir as well Rs f40<inl Illestion anti shortlv the
enprurteq Pn of -asifarturers couldib nitt
on tiie sidce of h-tter 11O"i!lz.

'For years Niaeara Fn11n hati bee'i awa'-e of the unsatis-
factory condition of affal"s on the East -,ide, especlally in
a aniali section calleti "ulnieltown." To her cltlensý
honinp wqs a moral aid stocial rrobIpnm andi lts indus-
trial sienifica-ce -was not anflare't. There was alwrays
mn-p or less conzpstio, ever sl"oe the beý,lnntnoe of miodern
eTeert,'irFl rower depvelorment In the earlv nlinties but to
Nfqps.qrqis It peee merelv a corn!oýtnhfe vid
erre of pn,qneritv. Peo-Ifi knnw thsit Fqo'ethiim shoulti
bte riine biit so'nehow tbey' lknpw thnt it wns better to dIo
rotlti'i tinn to iner%,e co1Fpýtion liv merci., tparlntr
tio-, hieisbeb,liilý'5 EvIi,1ntlv It is rot enoiiRh
to> control t'e houinw, sitliisttnr he-nti,,elv liv qptting£ min-
triin bealtbi stndaIrcd. Tt seemeti more I"nortsi"t toý denl
with the rrohiemni oistr,,tiNvev. A hioilii there had
bee' ibowever for two of three tises ds. The war merelv
stresseti the Issue qnd- nIr"S the iiTnhlle to action.

Partners. This was disappoIntîng to Niagara Falls es-
pecially as it seemeti that the key industries of Niagara
Falls would not be conpidereti. Persistent and courageous
effort on the part of the Chamber of Commerce, organIzed
during April of 1918, brought the project through to com-

pletion andi two hundreti andi five Governrnent house were
added to the industrial ecquipmnent of the growing city.

»Adjusting Local Difficulties.
The process of carrying through the proJect was flot

without the difficulties. Once the Government had de-
cideti to ,spend Its $100,000,COO appropriation itself, the
Eîousing Bureau was undier the necessity o! curtailing its
ocperations )nti the project for Niagara Falls was again
placeti on .- defensive.

Effective prý,sentation of the dlaims of Niagra Falls
became an art during the summner and autumn months of
1918. Detaileti andi technical statements o! the actual sit-
uation andi o! the basic Importance of Niagara Falls indu 8
tries were prepareti for the use of the Chamber, o! Com-
merce andi its war worlc committees. Th-it the arguments
useti were valid was proven by the fact that the UJ. S.
Houising Corporation decideti on a project of 400 bouses
for Niagara Falls. Too much cannot be said ia favor o!
the men who gave their time, energy andi money to the
proper and effective presentation of the facts in favor of
Government Houses for this war presseti city.

Local Opposition ElPiminated.
Bren duriyg the war there was local opposition to theGovernment program. It came particulaily fromn certain

local architeets, contractors andi supply bouses. 0f course
bouses wvere flot being built otherwise owing to the war
time costs andi the uncertainty of the situation, but it wasdifficuit to convince business Interests that ,such was the,
case and those wbich hati bld on the houslng contract feIt
particularny bitter on the issue o! "lIocal work for homne
people."

On two occasions this local opposition assumed suchserious proportions and reached the ears o! Washington
so effectiveIy that cancellation of the project seemned cer-tain. Hurriedly called conferences of ;i.l elements anld
groups soon ironeti out the tiifficulty and the whole citywas lineti up behind the project. The readiness o! the op-
Position to support the project when tbey hati learneti the
facts andi the seious relation of the housine-L,-


