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Patriotism and Food.
Patriotism and food in other countries, too, have been

forced to go hand in hand. Of the Allies, France naturally
bati to deal with the probiem first. In September, 1914,
she took the first steps. But it was a year after that she
made the first order regulating distribution. Up to that
time the peace-time foodstocks hail not been eaten iflto.
The French Food Control department was for moflths un-

der the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. In ,anuary,
1917, food shortage became acute andi control passeti to the
Ministry of Public Works, but in March last a special Min-
istry of.Revictualling was formed. Witb it conjointlywent
the Ministry of Maritime Transports. This association
shows how closolY fond supply is linked witb the sbipping
for its distribution. Tbanks to being' "witbin the ring,"
the Central Powers are not dependent on the vagaries of
sea-borne traffie for their supplies-a condition which
works ai in their favor in su1)marine warfare, for tbey give
their opponients no target.

No country bas experimenteti more witb the tbeory of
price "fixing" than bas France; the Frenchman clings to
ancient economnics like a Scot to the Shorter Catechism.
One of the French war ministries fell through an attempt
to juggle with "price fixing." Certain minimum prices were
fixed, only to be revoketi as they faileti successively. The
French Goverament and people founti that maximum prices,
ton, only worked where the Governoment bati the control'
of the commoditîes. Maximumff prices In other cases af-
forded nu relief for the gruwing cost of living. 'Ex-
perience scion tauhttat nothing so frigbtened the farm-
er-producer ais a axmu price. lHe knoew that he would
haive tu payý kit a higher- scale for, ail lie pruduceti each suc-
ceelngi year, becuause tbe price of laibor andi everything bo
himnself hati to bojy would gon up.- He knew that if bis seli-
ing pi!ce were fixeti bis profitswoluld ho small or abisent,
Sb tbe farmer did not pruduce. Inevitably the cost of liv-
ing, aggravated by shoriage of supplies, went up bigher
than if nu price hati been fictictiusly, fixed.

"Stretching" Wheat Supply.

Wheat milling, ailso, was nut lintil someýwbat late put
under public control in France. French mnillers mnuSt 11oW
miii 85 per cent of the actual grain-corro into flour for
bread-maklng. The Frencb baker muast add 30 per cent
by weigbt of non-wbeaten fIlouri before he begins to ba.ke.

Then camne a systemnatised delivery from tbe b)akery. Each
Vrench baker coid only suipply breaci tu utmr whose
names were on a llst approveti by ai Governmlent officiai.
That preventeti waste. Lt was tbe first step) to the breati
card. Lt preventeci a double share, going tu aniynne inclined
to "boag." The spreading of Ëbis systemn witbuuit inequali-
tics over 30,000,000 pulwho(se, mnaie worikers were mnost-
ly at war or in war. occupaitionis, wa,)s anl achievem-ent almnost

unpeceentd.Only 7 oz. of b)readi cao nuw ho speureti by
al Frenicl civ-ilian al day: before the xar hie took bread at
tbe rate cf 2 ibs. al day. France bais now two mepatiess dlays
a wel and her mont supply la ,stringpently controlled. Hl-
suigar allowiincý la nnily 12 poLinisý a liead for a year. M.
Maurice Long, the Minister, of Revictuakliing in France, de-
ciareti with dynamtic force un Decemiber 31st that the
Vrencbi civil popuflation hai onlly tbiree days' su1pply of foodls
andi were depenfdent on Britishl sblppîng for. thie rest. A\nd
Yet Franice fights ncnoaby
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