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High and Public School Laws.
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grant heretofore made by

Councils as the equivalent of the Govern-
ment grant is dispensed with. The origin-
al intention of this grant was that it should
be . levied by uniform rate over the whole
county. In practice, however, it was
found in almost every case to be levied on
the township, and thus as a matter of fact
was a township rather than a county
grant. Under the new Act, Township
Councils are authorized to levy the sum
of $30 for each school, in addition to the
sum of $100 which they were authorized
to raise under the Act of 1891. As the
sum formerly levied by the county amount-
ed to over $30 per school, the increased
contribution made by the township is less
than $20 in excess of what it formerly was.
As the law now stands, every Township
Council will be required to raise $150 for
every school in the township. In the
case of schools with an assistant teacher,
$100 additional is required for such teach-
er. The advantages of the change are
briefly these : (a) The routine of collect-
ing the grant through the county from
townships, which was merely a matter of
book-keeping, is dispensed with. (b) The
inequality which exists in the township
with regard to the rates to be levied for
the maintenance of schools will be reduced
and the smaller sections, which for local
or other reasons could not be enlarged,
will be aided. (c) Township Councils
will be to a great extent relieved of the
disagreeable duty of altering school bound-
aries with a view to meet the complaints
of taxpayers. (d) The loss toa school
section by rendering useless school houses
that might have to be abandoned by the
change of school boundaties will be obviat-
ed. (e) Small school sections that were
heretofore open for six months only will
be able to keep open during the whole
year. (Section 66.)
(8) Municipal Councils may issue
school debentures for amounts less than
$100if deemed expedient. (Section 70.)
(9) Any by-law exempting any portion
of the ratcable property of a municipality
from taxation, in whole or in part, will not
apply to exemptions from school rates.
(Section 73.)
(10) County Boards of Examiners are
to be appointed annually. (Section 79.)
(11) Easter holidays in rural schools are
extended four days. It is the intention to
hold the Teachers’ Institutes during the
summer holidays in order to prevent any
interruption to the ordinary working of the
school. The holidays at Easter will there-
fore be made up by dispensing with the
teachers’ meetings during the school term.

(Section 89.)

HIGH SCHOOL AMENDMENTS.

(1) Pupils from any High School dis-
trict in the county shall be considered
county pupils unless they attend the
High School of thé district in which they

reside. (Section 2, sub-section ki
(2) The trustees of a Public and a High

School may unite to form a Board of
Education for the joint management of
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Publicand High Schools of the municipal.
ity for which they are respectively trustees
(Section 3.)

(3) The trustees of any High Schooi
may limit the optional subjects to be
taken in such High School,, provided al-
ways that any course required for matricu-
lation into the University is taken. (Sec-
tion 9.)

(4) Where county pupils pay High
School fees,the amount of such fees, if ad-
vantage is taken of section 31 of the Act,
is to be deducted from the whole amount
for which the county is liable for main-
tenance. This was the intention of the
High Schools Act of 1891, but not being
clearly expressed, some counties were re- .
quired to pay for- the maintenance of
county pupils without being credited with
the fees paid by county pupils. (Section
31, sub-section 2.)

(5) County Councils may pay for the
maintenance of pupils attending a High
School in an adjoining county where the
High School district is contiguous, at the
same rate as for county pupils. (Section
31, sub-section 7. .

(6) Any grant given by County Coun-
cils in addition to the amount for which
the county is liable for the maintenance
of county pupils shall be in proportion to
the liability of the Council, that is to say,
this liability may be doubled or trebled
but specific sums regardless of such liabli-
ity cannot be made. This provision of
the new law does not come into force un
til after the 31st of December of the pre-
sent year. In this provision High Schools
mentioned in sections 11 (6) and 31 (6)
are included. (Section 35.) :

Several minor amendments to the Act
have been omitted as not of sufficient im-
portance to require special mention.

Wire Fences to Prevent Snow Drifts.

The council of the Township of Picker-
ing recently passed a by-law to pay 12Y%
cents per rod towards the erection of a
wire fence to prevent drifting of snow on
the roads. The by-law provides that to
obtain bonus the person proposing to
build fences must file with council, a cer-
uificate signed by at least fifteen ratepayers
acquainted with the road, showing that the
road is subject in the winter season to
heavy drifting to such an extent as to im-
pede or stop public travel, that a wire
fence on one or hoth sides of road would
likely prevent drifting. Applicant shall al-
so file a discription of the proposed fence.
and shall agree to maintain the fence
where erected. -

Before bonus is paid, the building of
such fence, the style and kind of fence,
must receive approval of council, and fence
ruust be built and completed to satisfac-
tion of some member of the council or ot
a commissioner to be appointed for the

purpose.

Nurse— Willie, in your meers you forgot to
pray for grandmother’s safety.
illie—Has she got a bicycle, too *—Judge,




